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Abstract
Electrochemical methods provide attractive sensing techniques for biology. Elec-
trochemical devices can be easily manufactured, miniaturized and are sometimes
the only direct sensing method available. However, stability of these sensors is
problematic, as foreign-body type reactions may induce distortions of the signal
(biofouling). As a consequence, investigating the interactions with the biological
matrix is of paramount importance to achieve reliable sensing.
Different types of electrodes (boron doped diamond and different preparations of
glassy carbon) and various electrode coatings were tested, in the presence of bio-
logical molecules. The results showed that boron doped diamond and fibronectin
coated sensors offer good stability, even in the presence of high concentrations of
proteins. A generally applicable protocol to assess the quality of electrode materials
in biofouling conditions is also presented. Fibronectin has also been found to be a
highly biocompatible coating, perfectly suited for cell-based measurements.
This fibronectin coating was used on an electrode array to study the pathway lead-
3
4ing to angiogenic factor induced nitric oxide release. Vascular endothelial growth
factor, a well known angiogenic factor, was initially used and allowed me to setup
a reliable and robust protocol for the use of electrode arrays in biology. It was
then demonstrated that angiogenin, another angiogenic factor, leads to nitric oxide
exocytosis through PI-3 kinase transduction.
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1.1.1 Basic theory and principles
Electrochemistry is a field of chemistry studying reactions happening at the surface
of electrical conductors (electrodes) and involving exchange of electrons [1]. This
exchange of electrons is generally dependent on the potential applied at the surface
of the electrode and is therefore very informative regarding the energy levels of the
system. Furthermore, the flow of electrons can be measured as a current proportional
to the rate of reaction and, under transport limited conditions is linearly proportional
20
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to the bulk concentration of the reacting species. Electrochemistry is therefore an
ideally suited analytical technique for titration and chemical measurements.
Figure 1.1: Scheme of a typical electrochemical reaction
Fig.1.1 presents a simple electrochemical reaction. The electrode spatially defines
the 2-dimensional area where the reaction takes place. On the other hand, the an-
alytes are dissolved in a 3-dimensional electrolyte. Transfer of the analyte to the
surface of the conductor is therefore required to initialize the reaction. This transfer
is by diffusion, due to a concentration gradient, the analyte concentration at the
vicinity of the electrode being small compared to the rest of the solution due to con-
sumption of the species during the reaction. The reaction can then occur, depending
on the thermodynamic conditions of the system, and possibly some interactions with
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the electrode material (adsorption, formation of bonds).
As a consequence, the current-voltage relationship measured from electrochemical
methods contains several types of information:
• The contribution of transport (gradients of concentration, viscosity) but also
the effect of convection (rotating or laminar flow).
• The thermodynamics of the reaction between the electrode and the analyte.
• The kinetics of the electron transfer.
Several methods have been proposed to disentangle these different parameters.
1.1.2 Electrochemical methods
Several methods are routinely used and have well-established analytical or model-
based interpretations. These are reviewed and extensively described [1, 2, 3] and
have be to used complementarily to obtain precise insights on reaction mechanisms.
The methods used in this project are detailed below.
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Cyclic voltammetry
Cyclic voltammetry (CV) is a widely used electrochemical method where a range
of potential is linearly scanned at a constant scan rate, the resulting current being
simultaneously measured (Fig.1.2). As a potential where reaction can happen is
reached, we notice an increase in current. This current reaches a maximum, and
then decreases, as the reaction is limited by diffusion. This is linear sweep voltam-
metry. If the sweep is reversed, the technique is known as cyclic voltammetry. This
method provides a quick ’fingerprint’ of the studied system. This can be used to
investigate the reversibility of the process, the analyte concentration or the diffusive
properties of the system. CV can provide qualitative and, with numerical simula-
tion, quantitative information about electrode reaction mechanisms. Notably, peak
current, peak current ratio, peak potential and the form of their dependence on
the scan rate can reveal the extent to which a reaction can be considered thermo-
dynamically reversible and is frequently revealing about any coupled homogeneous
reactions. In particular, the peak current ip can be related to the diffusion coefficient




ip = (2.69× 105)n3/2AD1/2ν1/2C∗0 at 25 oC (1.2)
where A is the electrode surface area, ν is the scan rate and C0 is the analyte
bulk concentration, at 25 oC [1]. The double layer region (ie the part of the scan
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where no reaction happens) is an indicator of the capacitance of the electrode.
Finally, changing the scan rate provides important informations on the type of
process (reversible, quasi-reversible, irreversible, etc.) or the diffusion coefficient.
We can distinguish chemical reversibility from thermodynamic reversibility [1]. In
chemical reversibility, the reaction can be reversed by inverting the potential, and no
new reaction appears. For the thermodynamic reversibility, a infinitesimal reversal
in the driving force will lead to the reversal of the system. This therefore assumes
that the system is always at equilibrium. In electrochemistry, a system is generally













where Eo′ is the formal potential of the electrode, and aO and aR are respectively
the activities (or here the concentrations) of the oxidised and reduced species. This
type of reaction is also called a Nernstian reaction. The CV criteria for a reversible
process are:
• ∆Ep anodic/ cathodic = 2.20RTnF = 56.5/n mV at 25
oC where ∆Ep anodic/ cathodic
is the anodic or cathodic peak width, n is the number of electron exchanged,
F is the Faraday constant (F=96 485 C), T is the temperature in K and R
is the ideal gas constant (R = 8.314 JK-1mol-1 ). The peak width, for the
anodic or cathodic peak, is defined as being
∣∣∣Ep − E1/2∣∣∣ where Ep is the peak
potential and E1/2 is the half peak potential, the potential corresponding to
half the faradaic current for this peak.




• The peak potentials are independent from the scan rate.
• ip,anodic OR cathodic ∝ ν1/2
• At potentials beyond Ep, i−2 ∝ t
On the other hand, for an irreversible system, the reverse reaction is unfavoured
or impossible, thus leading to the absence of the reverse wave. The criteria for
irreversibility are:
1. There is no reverse peak.
2. ∆E = 48
αnα
mV at 25 oC where α is the transfer coefficient and nα is the
number of electrons exchanged up to and including the rate limiting step.
3. ip ∝ ν1/2.
4. Ep shifts by − 30αnα mV for each decade increase in ν.
Differential pulse voltammetry
Here again, different potentials are scanned and the current is measured. However,
the potential ramp is not linear anymore but is now the sum of a linear ramp and
cyclic steps (Fig.1.3). The value of interest is now I = I(E2)− I(E1), where I(E2)
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Figure 1.2: A) General shape of the input potential waveform for a CV, B) a typical
CV (1 mM ruthenium III hexaammine in 1 M KCl, scan rate 100 mV.s-1)
and I(E1) are the currents respectively at the top E2 and the bottom E1 of the
step (marked 1 and 2 on Fig.1.3). The final data, shown on the right part of the
graph, is the current difference plotted versus the step average potential E. This
method minimizes the effects of capacitance and charging current and is therefore
expected to improve sensitivity. In particular, nanomolar limits of detection (defined
as three times the signal-to-noise ratio) have been reported with this technique for
the detection of nitric oxide [4, 5]. The principle of this technique is very similar to
performing a first order derivative of the current obtained after a linear potential
scan. The peak current obtained is proportional to the analyte concentration.
Figure 1.3: A) General shape of the input potential waveform for a differential pulse
voltammogram, B) a typical differential pulse voltammogram (dissolved nitric oxide
in deoxygenated PBS)
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Electrochemical impedance spectroscopy
In this method, inspired from electrical engineering, potential sine waves of various
frequencies are superimposed on a fixed potential, and the impedance of the system
is measured. The experimental data are then fitted to a theoretical model, where the
different elements represent specific physico-chemical processes which are believed
to behave independently. As the experimental results are fitted to this model (using
a minimal chi-square method), the model has to be designed carefully to ensure
chemical significance of the analysis. As a consequence, an a priori understanding
of the problem is required.
The Randles’ model (Fig.1.4A) is frequently used [2] as it is applicable to most of the
electrochemical experiments. It features a solution resistance Re, a charge transfer
resistance Rct, accounting for the reaction kinetics, a double layer capacitance Cdl
and a Warburg impedance W modelling the contribution of diffusion. In particular,
the charge-transfer resistance in proportional to the invert of the rate constant k0
and is therefore highly informative on the kinetic conditions of the reaction [6].
A typical EIS scan is shown on Fig.1.4B, plotted as a Nyquist diagram. The scan
shows 2 distinct regions, a semi-circle at high frequencies mostly governed by reaction
kinetics, and a 45o line due to diffusion. The different components of the scan are
extracted as follows:
• The solution resistance Re is the intercept between the real axis and the high-
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frequency part of the semicircle. This resistance is merely due to the resistivity
of the buffer, resulting in a shift along the real impedance direction.
• The charge transfer resistance Rct describes the reaction kinetics and is pro-
portional to the invert of the reaction rate [6]. This value is equal to the
diameter of the kinetically controlled semi-circle.
• The double layer capacitance is calculated from the pulsation ωm correspond-
ing to the highest point of the semi-circle through the equation ωm = 1CdlRct .
• Finally, the Warburg impedance is related to the 45o diffusion-controlled line.
This value can be extracted for the frequency behaviour of the cell as W ∝
(1−i)√
ω
, where ω is the pulsation applied.
The processing routine is typically implemented in dedicated software.
Figure 1.4: A) The Randles’ model used for fitting the EIS data, where Re is the
solution resistance, Rct is the charge transfer resistance, Cdl is the double layer capac-
itance andW is the Warburg impedance; B) A typical EIS scan (1 mM ferrocyanide
in PBS).
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Amperometry
In this technique, the electrode is held at a fixed potential, and the current is mea-
sured a function of time. This steady state current is a function of the analyte
concentration, and follows the local changes in analyte concentration. This is a
commonly used method for biological applications.
By using the above methods on the same system, it is possible to disentangle the
respective contributions of the different parameters of the reaction, such as diffusion,
reaction kinetics, catalytic effects, double layer capacitance or the type of reaction.
Mechanistic studies therefore have to feature several of these techniques to ensure
full characterization of all the physico-chemical phenomena contributing to the re-
action.
1.1.3 Electrochemistry and biological measurements
Electrodes have been used for numerous biomeasurements [7], in particular for oxy-
gen biomeasurements since 1938 [8] and in neurochemistry since 1973 [9]. Only the
most frequent and representative use of electrochemistry in biological sciences are
presented here.
Electrochemistry is often used as an analytical technique for the study of neuro-
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transmitters. Indeed, most of these important molecules are electroactive and can
be oxidised [10, 11, 12], at the surface of carbon fibre microelectrode for instance.
The carbon fibre method has been initially implemented by Ponchon et al. [10]
and a wealth of studies have used this technology. Study of neurotransmitters have
mostly been performed in the brain, ex vivo [13] or in vivo [14, 15], but also in the
adrenal glands, or more recently into the gut, using boron doped diamond electrodes
[16].
Figure 1.5: Scheme of a typical Clark’s electrode (left), with a magnification of the
sensing site (right). a- Shaft of the sensing catyhode (soda glass); b- Shaft of the
outer casing (soda glass); c- Guard cathode (Ag); d- Reference cathode (Ag|AgCl);
e- Electrolyte; f- Pt wire; g- Glass encoating the Pt wire (Schott-glass 8533); h-
Silicone membrane; i- Epoxy resin. Adapted from [17]
Dissolved oxygen concentration has also been investigated [18, 19, 20]. This was
initiated by Blinks and Skow for the time course of oxygen evolution during photo-
synthesis using a platinum electrode [8]. This method has been improved by Clark
[21], with a membrane covered platinum electrode, integrating the counter reference
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electrode behind the membrane. Briefly, an etched platinum microwire is covered
with glass using a pipette puller. This electrode is then covered with a membrane,
such as collodion and polystyrene. Measurement of oxygen tension in blood was
reported in 1953 with this method. This metal electrode has been optimised using
different processes and used to measure the oxygen gradient across artery walls [22],
or to identify hypoxic tissues in tumours [23, 24].
Numerous biological molecules can be directly sensed on a bare electrode. For
some other systems, like glucose, surface activation, for instance through enzyme
immobilization is required [25, 26].
Electrochemical methods are cheap, rapid, mass-producible and user-friendly com-
pared to the other methods commonly used for biological measurements biomea-
surements, like confocal microscopy, chromatographic methods, radiolabelling or
imaging. They also offer good spatial and temporal resolution, the possibility to
perform continuous recordings and can be applied to a wide range of biosystems
(animal, cells, plants, human, excised tissue, etc.)
However, several technical limitations arise when electrochemical methods are ap-
plied to biological measurements. The first is the invasiveness of this type of sensing,
as the electrode has to be directly inserted into the sample. The impact of the sen-
sor is limited by the micrometric size of the device, but risks of infection or foreign
body reactions still have to be considered. An electrochemical sensor intrinsically
modifies the environment by reducing or oxidising a biologically relevant molecule.
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This can result in a serious depletion of this molecule in the surrounding tissue and
therefore in a pathological response. Interaction with the biological environment
is, practically, the main problem encountered during biosensing, as detailed in the
following paragraph. Use of electrochemical sensor is also limited by the molecule of
interest, has this molecule has to be electroactive in the domain of stability of water.
This problem can be partially solved by modifying the surface of the electrode, with
enzymes for example.
1.2 The tissue-sensor interface
1.2.1 The biofouling phenomenon
Stability of electrodes in presence of biomolecules has seriously limited the devel-
opment and use of bioelectrochemical devices. Indeed, introducing any artificial
materials inside the body is going to trigger immune responses or adsorption of
amphiphilic molecules on the surface, thus changing the conditions of the tissue-
electrode interface. This is a well-known problem, widely reported in the field of
prosthetics and implantable devices [27, 28].
Interactions between biomolecules and the electrode are the main factors limiting
the use of electrochemical sensors for biological studies (Fig.1.6-A). In vivo or in situ
measurements expose the sensor to a complex matrix of proteins, which are very
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Figure 1.6: Electrode fouling in biological environments. A) Scheme of the biofouling
process with a glucose sensing electrode, adapted from [29]; B) picture of an oxygen
catheter probe inserted subcutaneously, after 6 hours of implantation, adapted from
[30]; C) Scheme of the biofouling process, adapted from [31]
likely to adsorb on the sensing surface, as shown on Fig.1.6-B. This phenomenon is
known as biofouling[29]. Protein adsorption jeopardizes the quality of the sensing
by hindering diffusion, reaction kinetics or altering electrode geometry. In addition,
this protein layer also triggers several pathological reactions, such as clotting (if
the electrode is in blood), fibrous encapsulation or inflammation[32]. This is an
evolutive process involving immune response, protein adsorption and ulimately for-
mation of a fibrous capsule, as shown on Fig.1.6-C. All these phenomena alter the
electrode response by changing the biochemical state of the sample. Several meth-
ods have been suggested to overcome these problems, such as membrane coatings
[33, 34] or bioactive polymers [30]. However, the case of bioactive polymers, for
example NO releasing polymers, can be problematic as the sensor is designed per se
to alter the biochemical conditions of its environment. This is expected to seriously
hinder the validity of the measurements, and, in the worst case scenario, to gen-
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Figure 1.7: Scheme of a typical electrochemical reaction on a fouled electrode
erate pathological responses, necrosis or harmful reactions. ’Biological invisibility’
of the sensor appears to be a fundamental requirement for stable, reliable and safe
bioelectrochemical investigations.
1.2.2 Potential effects of biofouling on electrochemical mea-
surements
As shown in Fig.1.7, biofouling is expected to induce several changes in the electro-
chemical measurements performed with the sensor.
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Firstly, encapsulation, which can be seen as the formation of an aqueous polymer
on the surface, will alter the diffusion profiles and hinder the mass transport to the
electrode. This is expected due to the local reduction in free volumes [35]. This will
reduce the steady state current and modify the shape of the i-V curves obtained from
potentiodynamic techniques, in particular the peak currents. The other effect of this
matrix is also secondary reaction with the redox couple of interest. In particular, in
the case of dopamine or ferrocyanide oxidation, cysteines can reduce the conjugated
quinone, thus regenerating the oxidation substrate and increasing the measured
current essentially through a catalytic EC’ mechanism [36, 37, 38, 39].
Secondly, adsorption of molecules on the electrode may reduce the measured current
or modify the geometry of the electrode. In particular, local inactivation of the
surface can transform the electrode into an array of smaller electrodes. This is
expected to modify the transient behaviour of the electrode, because of the merging
of the local diffusion profiles [40].
Thirdly, adsorption of molecules can compete for electrocatalytic high energy sites,
eg oxygen functionality on carbon electrodes, out of lattice metal atoms. We ex-
pect this to have a more marked effect on kinetics for inner sphere redox couples
and reactions where reactants or intermediates are adsorbed (eg oxygen reduction,
dopamine oxidation)
Finally, the capacitance of the electrode is decreased by partial inactivation of the
conducting surface. Capacitance arises from formation of charged layers at the
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electrode surface as it is dipped in the solution [1]. Non-electroactive, charged
molecules from the background are attracted to the charged surface, thus creating
a counter-charged layer and therefore a capacitance. The value of this capacitance
is dependent on the surface of the conductor, the potential, the type of material
and the background electrolyte. This capacitance is therefore expected to decrease,
as spectator species are adsorbed on the surface, thus providing a good criterion to
evaluate the level of fouling of the sensor.
Biofouling is therefore expected to alter all of the features of electrochemical mea-
surements. Several methods and parameters have to be studied to quantify its
effects.
1.3 Microfabricated electrochemical devices
Electrochemical devices are mostly conducting surfaces delimited by an insulator.
This simple morphology is ideally suited for miniaturization, which is a major re-
quirement for biological and medical use, and mass production. In particular, we
can take advantage of recent advances in microfabrication to obtain robust, reliable
and reproducible devices. Two types of electrochemical devices are most frequently
used: carbon fibre microelectrodes and microelectrode arrays.
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Figure 1.8: The different steps for the fabrication of carbon fibre microelectrodes.
Adapted from [10].
1.3.1 Carbon fibre microelectrodes
Carbon microfibres are the most commonly used method for electroanalytical studies
of neurochemistry [41]. Their application to biology were first reported by Ponchon
et al. for the sensing of dopamine in rats [10].
This device is produced by insulating a carbon fibre (diameter usually in the mi-
crometric range) with pulled glass or insulating paint (Fig.1.8). The distal end of
the fibre is exposed, thus allowing electrochemical reactions. Furthermore, the car-
bon surface can be modified to increase selectivity and sensitivity. This method
has been widely used in neurochemistry, as many neurotransmitters can be easily
oxidised on this type of surface. Other materials can be used, in particular platinum
for oxygen sensing. This method offer the advantage of spatial selectivity, i.e. it is
possible to scan the surface of the sample to focus the sensing on a region of interest.
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Several researchers have extended the range of application by modifying the car-
bon surface of this electrode. Polymeric films can be deposited on the surface. This
can reduce the effect of fouling, in particular Nafion coating in the case of serotonin
detection [42], or increase the sensitivity and selectivity of the sensor towards a spe-
cific analyte [4, 43, 44, 45].
The geometry of these sensors may also have an impact of the measurements. In-
deed, two types of microsensors are generally used: inlaid microdiscs [44, 4] and
microcylinders [42, 13]. With the latter electrode, interpretation is more compli-
cated because of larger surface area, leading to biological heterogeneity and poor
spatial resolution as the side of the cylinder senses, in particular in vivo, a larger
biological area. Furthermore, the end and the side of the cylinder are expected to
show different reactivity. Cylindrical electrode production is also less reproducible.
1.3.2 Microelectrode arrays
The microelectrode arrays take full advantage of the recent developments in microde-
vices, as these devices are fully microengineered and do not require custom-building.
This offers minimal variation from one device to another and should facilitate the
use of such systems. In addition, these platforms can be easily integrated to larger
systems, and are therefore a very attractive prospect for biomedical and analytical
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Figure 1.9: Fabrication of an electrode microarray using stereolithography. (1) A
1 mm thick cleaned glass wafer was (2) coated first with gold on titanium. (3)
Photoresist was spin coated and (4) patterned through a chromed mask. (5) The
resin was then developed. (6) The gold electrodes were etched. A polyimide layer
was (7) deposited, (8) patterned using a chrome mask and developed to obtain (9)
a completed device with 35 µm recessed gold disc electrodes. Adapted from [46]
devices.
In the case of the microelectrode arrays, the sensing part of the device is prepared by
stereolithography (Fig.1.9). This method is widely used in microelectronics and for
microdevice production. In this method, several layers of materials are deposited,
usually by chemical vapour deposition, on a wafer. This layer is then patterned with
a mask and photo-polymerized resin and wet-etched. Repeating this protocol for
each layer of the system enables production of rather complex and intricate patterns.
Several of such devices have already been proposed for cell-based measurements
[46, 47, 48, 49]. Indeed, these sensors allow several simultaneous measurements,
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Figure 1.10: Two different microsensor setups: fibre microelectrode (left) and mi-
croelectrode array (right)
of different analytes if required. A large volume of data can be acquired more
quickly, compared to the microfibre method. Moreover, this sensor can be left in
an incubator, thus allowing long-term reliable measurements. However, as shown
on Fig.1.10, scanning the surface to study the topology of the sensor is not possible
here. Microelectrode arrays can be used as a complement of fibre microelectrodes.
1.4 Biochemistry of angiogenesis
Angiogenesis, e.g. formation of new blood vessels, is a critical phenomenon in nu-
merous physiological events. Microvasculature is indeed responsible for providing
oxygen and nutrients to tissue. High metabolic demands therefore requires more
dense vascular networks, and formation of new vessels. This is particularly critical
for wound healing or regeneration, or after a graft, to ensure sufficient oxygenation
of the newly formed tissue. More importantly, it is a fundamental factor in cancer
development, as growth of tumours is dependent on nutrient supplied by the vascu-
lar system [50]. Inhibition of angiogenic factors as an anticarcinogenic strategy has
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Figure 1.11: A) Microscope pictures of the cross section of an artery, the black arrow
shows the endothelium; B) Scheme of the cross section of an artery. Adapted from
[52] and [53]
now entered the third phase of clinical tests [51]. Understanding its mechanisms is
therefore of paramount importance for pharmacology and therapy.
Angiogenesis is a complex phenomenon involving mechanical conditions [54] and
chemical mediators [55]. In the case of mechanical stimulation, high blood pres-
sure induces increased shear stress on the artery wall, thus triggering angiogenesis.
This is mediated by endothelial cells covering the artery wall, as shown on Fig.1.11-A
and Fig.1.11-B. These cells are indeed responsible for most of the biochemical events
regulating angiogenesis, in particular by releasing nitric oxide [56], and eventually
sprouting, deforming the artery wall, migrating and forming a new vessel. In the
case of a chemical stimulation, these cells are activated by angiogenic factors. These
factors are in particular produced by tumour or hypoxic cells. These molecules then
activate the endothelial cells through a complex intracellular cascade of kinases,
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Figure 1.12: Scheme of the intracellular cascade induced by vascular endothelial
growth factor, VEGF. Adapted from [57]
as shown on Fig.1.12. Indeed, angiogenesis requires activity at both cellular and
molecular levels, and involves a wide range of cellular phenomena, such as migra-
tion, endothelial permeation or mitosis. All these different activities are mediated
through the phosphorylation of specific kinases. Identifying these kinase pathways is
expected to provide pharmacological targets for pathological angiogenesis inhibition
without hindering other biological processes
Most of the high molecular weight messenger molecules, such as angiogenic factors,
or the intracellular expression of proteins or ribonucleotides during angiogenesis have
been and are being widely investigated [58]. However, several markers of low molec-
ular weight (dissolved gases, metabolites) are involved and are not being studied
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because of the lack of a simple and reliable method of measurement. Moreover,
most of the studies are carried out in cell monolayers and do not address the effect
of mechanical stress, matrix conditions and 3-dimensional growth. Consequently
the initial events of angiogenesis and the extracellular conditions during vascular
growth have been surprisingly little studied and are yet partially unclear.
1.5 Conclusion
Electrochemical sensors are an interesting possibility for the detection of biologically
significant molecules. Electrochemical devices can easily be mass produced and are
suitable for use as a general biochemical test. However, the problem of biofoul-
ing has to be addressed before any bioelectrochemical experiment, as changes in the
sensor behaviour in presence of biomolecules can jeopardize the quality of the results.
The research project presented here is focused on i) improving the stability of the tis-
sue sensor interface, ii) establishing a reliable protocol for the use of microelectrode





2.1 Boron doped diamond and glassy carbon elec-
trodes
2.1.1 Introduction
Carbon based electrodes are widely used for in vivo and in vitro electrochemical
studies. In particular, monoamine physiology in the nervous system has been inves-
tigated using carbon paste [59, 60, 61] and carbon microfibre electrodes [62, 63, 64,
44
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65, 66]. These electrodes allow good spatial resolution because of their small size
and are therefore ideal for studies at the cellular level. Similarly, glassy carbon (GC)
is the preferred material for many biochemical applications, such as electrochemi-
cal detection in chromatography. However, fouling of the carbon surface during
catecholamine oxidation limits the long term stability of these electrodes.
The main other factor limiting the use of electrochemical sensors for biological stud-
ies is the effect of the biological matrix. Using an electrode material compatible
with reliable measurements in potentially fouling environments is an attractive pos-
sibility to improve stability and precision. Recently, boron doped diamond (BDD)
has been used for biosensing [67, 68, 69]. The carbon sp3 structure of the sample-
sensor interface is expected to provide better resistance to fouling because of its high
chemical inertness and stability. Furthermore, these electrodes show a low capaci-
tance [70] and therefore improved performances for the detection of small amounts
of molecules in complex biological matrices.
In this chapter, investigation of the stability of two carbon based electrode materi-
als, GC and BDD, used for electrochemical measurements in biological matrices is
described. We have utilized two different biological environments. Firstly, 40 g.l-1
bovine serum albumin has been added to the PBS used as an electrolyte. Addition
of albumin at its blood concentration is a commonly used surrogate for biological
environments in bioelectrochemical studies [71, 33, 34, 72], albumin being one of the
most abundant protein in bio-fluids. Secondly, homogenized chicken liver (1:4 v/v
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in PBS) has also been used to mimic the complex composition of biological samples
containing colloids, lipids, hormones and proteins.
Firstly, cyclic voltammograms (CV) and electrochemical impedance spectra (EIS)
of the outer-sphere couple ruthenium III/II hexaammine were recorded in these
buffers (ie PBS, PBS with albumin, PBS with homogenized liver). Secondly, similar
experiments were performed on ferrocyanide. This chemical is known to be surface
sensitive [73] and can therefore give valuable informations on the surface interactions.
Finally, several successive CV of dopamine (DA), which is critically dependent on
the surface state of the electrode, have also been performed. DA is also known to
foul the electrode material. Studying the fouling kinetics was expected to provide
significant indications about matrix adsorption, these two phenomena competing for
adsorption sites on the electrode. However, the DA fouling led us not to perform
EIS for this chemical. A complete EIS scan, in these experiments, lasts about a
minute. DA fouling occurs very rapidly, and modifies the electrode as the EIS is
performed. As the constant change in current magnitude was expected to hinder
the AC behaviour of the electrodes, EIS was not performed for this system.
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2.1.2 Material and Methods
Chemicals
All the chemicals were purchased from Sigma and were used without further purifi-
cation. Deionized water purified with a Millipore system was used throughout these
experiments (resistivity ≥ 15 MΩ.cm).
The measurements were carried out in phosphate buffered saline (PBS, pH 7.4, 0.01
M phosphate buffered) with 1 mM ruthenium III hexaammine chloride or 1 mM
potassium ferrocyanide, or 1 mM 3-hydroxytyramine (dopamine, DA).
Effects of biological matrix was simulated by adding 40 g.l-1 of albumin from bovine
serum or 1:4 v/v of homogenized chicken liver to the PBS.
Electrode preparation
The BDD electrode (Windsor Scientific, UK, diameter 3mm, boron doping level:
≈0.1%, resistivity: 7.5x10-4 Ω m) was carefully polished on 0.3 µm alumina aqueous
slurry to remove adsorbed biological matrix, sonicated for 2 minutes in water and
cathodically treated for 30 minutes in 0.5 M perchloric acid at -3 V vs Ag|AgCl [74].
The electrode was then kept in water.
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The GC electrode (CHI Instruments, Austin, Texas, USA, diameter 3 mm) was
prepared following two different methods. The electrode was carefully polished on
0.3 µm alumina aqueous slurry, sonicated for 2 minutes and kept in water. This
electrode is referred to as GC-P (polished). In the other process, water in the
alumina slurry was replaced with cyclohexane purified for 24 hours over activated
carbon[75]. The electrode was then placed in cleaned cyclohexane, sonicated for
2 minutes and kept in this solvent. This preparation is referred to as GC-D (de-
oxidised).
Electrochemical measurements
The 3 electrode setup was completed with a Pt wire as the counter electrode and
an Ag|AgCl, 3 M KCl reference electrode.
Cyclic voltammograms (CV) were performed using a CHI 1030 potentiostat (CHI
Instruments, Austin, Texas, USA). The scan rate was 100 mV.s-1 for all the experi-
ments.
Electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) was performed using an Ivium Com-
pactstat (Ivium Technologies, Netherlands). The potential amplitude was 10 mV
and the frequency range, for ruthenium III hexaammine, was 1 MHz-1 Hz. The bias
potential was the mid-peak potential obtained during the CV.
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The solutions were degassed prior experiments by bubbling them with nitrogen, or
under vacuum in the case of the albumin containing solutions. The solution was
blanketed with nitrogen for all the experiments.
In the case of DA, long term stability (1 hour) was investigated using amperometry at
the diffusion limited oxidation potential, on a initially clean electrodes. Furthermore,
recovery was studied by dipping the electrodes in warm (40-45oC) isopropyl alcohol
(IPA) for 1 to 2 minutes, and the experiment was repeated for 10 minutes.
Data processing
The CV data were analysed by measuring the anodic peak current Iox, the peak
separation ∆Ep and also the anodic peak width ∆Ep,anodic, the difference between
the anodic peak potential and the half peak potential. Results from the second
cycles were used for this analysis.
For the DA experiments, 10 cycles were performed, and data from the cycles 2 to 10





where Iox,n is the oxidation peak current from the n-th cycle, n ∈ [|2, 10|]. The
results for the current ratio were then fitted, using a Levenberg-Marquardt fitting
algorithm implemented in the Igor software (Wavemetrics, USA), with an exponen-
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tial function f :
f(n) = K0 + K1 exp(−nt/K2) (2.2)
where t is the duration of dopamine oxidation during one cycle. K0 is the current
ratio after an infinite number of cycles and K2 is the fouling rate, in s. K1 is related
to the initial conditions.
Figure 2.1: The Randles’ model used for fitting the EIS data, where Re is the solution
resistance, Rct is the charge transfer resistance, Cdl is the double layer capacitance
and W is the Warburg impedance.
For the EIS, the resulting graphs were fitted using the Randles model [2] presented
on Fig.2.1 implemented in the Ivium software to obtain the charge transfer resistance
Rct and the double layer capacitance.
The experimental results were compared using a two-tailed Student’s t test.
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2.1.3 Results
For the sake of clarity, only the changes considered highly significant (p < 0.01), in
comparison to the control case without albumin or liver mixture, are reported here.
The peak separation and the anodic peak width have both been reported. The peak
separation has more significance as it is directly related to the reaction rate, but the
peak width is a commonly used criterion for reversible couple. For these reasons,
these 2 values have been considered.
Effect of biological matrices on the cyclic voltammetry of ruthenium III
hexaammine
Fig.2.2 (top row) presents some typical CV obtained for 1 mM ruthenium III hex-
aammine with the different biological matrices, for the 3 types of electrode (BDD,
GC-D and GC-P).
The results obtained for sets of 3 CV are summarized in Table.2.1. Adding albumin
significantly increased ∆Ep for the GC-D (9.5 %, p < 0.01) and GC-P electrodes
(2.3 %, p < 0.01). No significant increase was recorded for the other conditions.
The anodic peak width ∆Ep,anodic obtained for the BDD, GC-D and GC-P electrodes
does not change significantly after addition of albumin or liver mixture.
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Figure 2.2: Typical cyclic voltammograms (top) and typical impedance spectro-
grams (bottom) for 1 mM ruthenium III hexaammine in PBS, pH = 7.4, performed
with A) a BDD electrode, B) a GC electrode polished and cleaned in cyclohexane
and C) a GC electrode polished in aqueous alumina slurry.
The anodic current Iox for the BDD, GC-D and GC-P electrodes decreases respec-
tively by 16.7 % (p < 0.001), 13.1 % (p < 0.01) and 24.8 % (p < 0.001) after addition
of albumin and by 35.5 % (p < 0.001), 33.8 % (p < 0.001) and 23.1 % (p < 0.001)
after addition of the liver mixture.
Effect of albumin on the impedance spectroscopy of ruthenium III hex-
aammine
Fig.2.2 also shows, on the bottom row, typical graphs obtained for the EIS of 1 mM
ruthenium III hexaammine in the different setups.
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Average values (n = 3) obtained for the charge-transfer resistance Rct and the capac-
itance are reported in Table.2.2. Changing the biological matrix conditions did not
alter the value of the double layer capacitance for all the electrodes. High variations
in capacitance are noticed due to the absence of a kinetically controlled region.
However, addition of albumin dramatically decreases the kinetics for the GC-D
electrode as Rct increases significantly (+ 2008.1 %, p < 0.001). Rct is indeed
proportional to the invert of the reaction rate constant k0 [6].
Effect of biological matrices on the cyclic voltammetry of ferro/ferricyanide
Fig.2.3 presents on the top row some typical CV obtained for 1 mM ferrocyanide
with the different biological matrices, for the 3 types of electrode (BDD, GC-D and
GC-P). These results are summarized on Table.2.1.
Albumin did not change ∆Ep for the BDD, but did seriously increase it for the
GC-D (188.5 %, p < 0.001) and GC-P electrodes (232.2 %, p < 0.01).
The anodic peak ∆Ep,anodic width obtained for the BDD did not change, and in-
creased for the GC-D (74.2 %, p < 0.001) and GC-P (103.6 %, p < 0.001).
The anodic current Iox for the BDD, GC-D and GC-P electrodes decreased respec-
tively by 31.0 % (p < 0.01), 46.3 % (p < 0.001) and 42.9 % (p < 0.001) after addition
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Figure 2.3: Typical cyclic voltammograms (top) and typical impedance spectro-
grams (bottom) for 1 mM ferrocyanide in PBS, pH = 7.4, performed with A) a
BDD electrode, B) a GC electrode polished and cleaned in cyclohexane and C) a
GC electrode polished in aqueous alumina slurry, without biological matrix or with
4% m/m albumin or with 20% v/v of homogenized chicken liver
of albumin .
Effect of albumin on the impedance spectroscopy of ferrocyanide
Fig.2.3 (bottom row) also shows typical graphs obtained for the EIS of 1 mM ferro-
cyanide in the different setups.
Experimental results are summarized in Table.2.2. Adding albumin decreased the
value of the double layer capacitance for the GC-D (- 25.1 %, p < 0.01) and GC-P
(- 16.3 %, p < 0.01) electrodes.
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Figure 2.4: Typical cyclic voltammograms for successive cyclic voltammograms of
1 mM dopamine in PBS, pH = 7.4, performed with A) a BDD electrode, B) a
GC electrode polished and cleaned in cyclohexane and C) a GC electrode polished
in aqueous alumina slurry, without any biological matrix (top), with 4% m/m of
albumin (middle) or with 20% v/v of homogenized chicken liver(bottom).
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Albumin addition decreased the kinetics as Rct increases significantly for the GC-D
electrode (+ 145.2 %, p < 0.001) and the GC-P electrode (+ 306.3 %, p < 0.001).
For the BDD electrode two semi circles appear on the scan. The first one is not
significantly different in radius from the one seen without albumin, the second one
shows a significant increase in Rct (+ 185.4 %, p < 0.01).
Figure 2.5: Current ratios for successive cyclic voltammograms of 1 mM dopamine
in PBS, pH = 7.4, performed with a BDD electrode, a GC electrode polished and
cleaned in cyclohexane and a GC electrode polished in aqueous alumina slurry, A)
without any biological matrix, B) with 4% m/m of albumin C) or with 20% v/v of
homogenized chicken liver, n = 3. Curves were fitted using the Levenberg-Marquardt
fitting algorithm.
Stability of the different electrode materials during successive voltam-
metric cycles of dopamine
Fig.2.4 presents some typical CV obtained for successive voltammograms in 1 mM
DA with the different electrodes, for different protein matrices.
In the setup without biological matrix, these graphs show the better resistance of
BDD to DA fouling, compared to the GC electrodes. In addition, the GC-P electrode
shows a smaller peak separation than the BDD and GC-D electrodes.
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The results obtained for the second cycle of these DA CV are summarized in
Table.2.1. The peak separation for the GC-P is significantly different ( -100.7 mV,
p < 0.01) than the one obtained for the BDD.
The current ratio has been calculated for each cycle performed in 1 mM DA. The
results obtained are plotted on Fig.2.5. These results were fitted with an exponen-
tial function K0 + K1 exp(−t/K2), where t is the duration of dopamine oxidation,
therefore the time the electrode has been exposed to chemical fouling, and these
values are reported in Fig.2.3. These results show that the oxidation current ob-
tained for the BDD electrode is less affected (K0 = 0.73) by DA fouling than GC-P
(K0 = 0.62) and GC-D (K0 = 0.55). GC-D and GC-P foul more quickly than BDD
as their K2 are smaller.
Effect of biological matrices on successive voltammetric cycles of dopamine
The same parameters were determined in presence of biological backgrounds. In
particular, Fig.2.4 shows decreases in kinetics, as indicated by higher peak separation
and higher peak width, changes in measured currents and no reverse peak in the
case of homogenized liver matrix.
In the presence of albumin, oxidative current decreases by 53.4 % (p < 0.001) and
48.6 % (p < 0.001) for BDD and GC-D respectively. No significant change are
obserevd in the case of GC-P. Furthermore, the peak separation increases by 262.3
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Figure 2.6: Amperometric currents obtained for the oxidation at 0.8 V vs Ag|AgCl
of 1 µM of dopamine A) without and B) with albumin and of 1 mM of dopamine C)
without and D) with albumin for the 3 types of electrode materials. The electrodes
were cleaned in warm (40-45oC) isopropyl alcohol (IPA) at t=60 minutes. Mean ±
standard deviation, n = 3.
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mV for BDD (p < 0.001), 300.7 mV for GC-D (p < 0.01) and 114 mV for GC-P
(p < 0.01). The peak separation is also 250 mV less in the case of GC-P compared
to BDD and GC-D.
For the current ratio changes during successive scans, K0 does not greatly change for
the BDD and GC-P, but increases to 77 % for GC-D. In addition, fouling happens
more slowly for GC-D as its K2 increases. On the other carbon materials, the fouling
is sligthly faster.
Table 2.3: Results for the fitting of current ratios in cyclic voltammetry of 1 mM
dopamine in PBS, pH = 7.4
Electrode Material Conditions K0 / A.U. K2 / s
BDD Without Albumin 0.73 ± 0.011 32.01 ± 1.78
With Albumin 0.83 ± 0.01 22.36 ± 2.58
With Liver Mixture 0.81 ± 0.01 45.55 ± 8.83
GC-D Without Albumin 0.55 ± 0.01 26.51 ± 0.84
With Albumin 0.77 ± 0.04 76.48 ± 22.3
With Liver Mixture 0.63 ± 0.08 105.76 ± 36.6
GC-P Without Albumin 0.62 ± 0.01 27.74 ± 1.99
With Albumin 0.66 ± 0.01 21.15 ± 1.27
With Liver Mixture 0.58 ± 0.02 57.51 ± 7.09
1 Results obtained for Levenberg-Marquardt fitting algorithm ± standard deviation
In presence of liver matrix, oxidative current increases by 32.4 % (p < 0.01) for
BDD. No significant change are observed in the case of GC-P. Peak separation was
not calculated as no reduction peak could be identified. The peak width of the
GC-P increased by 71.4 % (p < 0.01).
During successive scans, for the current ratio fitting curve, K0 still does not seriously
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change for the GC-P, but it increases to 63 % for GC-D and to 81 % for the BDD. In
addition, the fouling rate does not seriously vary for BDD in the different matrices,
but K2 increases, indicating slower fouling, for GC-P and GC-D.
Long term stability of boron doped diamond and glassy carbon electrodes
during dopamine oxidation
The same electrodes have then been exposed to 1 µM DA in the absence or presence
of 4 % albumin and continuous oxidation was performed at 0.8 V vs Ag|AgCl. The
purpose of this experiment is to simulate the in vivo or ex vivo use of the electrodes
for real time monitoring of DA levels. As shown on Fig.2.6A) and Fig.2.6B), the
current obtained for BDD after 60 minutes, in both cases (317.4 ± 81.1 nA in
absence of albumin and 397.7±41.5 nA in presence of albumin), is at least one order
of magnitude higher than the ones obtained for GC-D (10.3 ± 0.6 nA in absence
of albumin and 8.4±0.3 nA in presence of albumin) and GC-P (32.7 ± 4.4 nA in
absence of albumin and 26.0±1.4 nA in presence of albumin). Furthermore, IPA
cleaning led to a better current recovery in the presence of albumin and in particular
the case of BDD (59.8 nA in the absence of albumin and 120 nA in the presence of
albumin).
If the same experiment is repeated with 1 mM DA, the response in the absence
of albumin is completely different as the current continuously decreases for all the
electrodes. However, if albumin is present, the oxidation current stabilized around
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3 µA for all the electrode materials after 20 minutes.
2.1.4 Discussion
Significance of the biological matrices and interferences
Background scans in albumin solutions without reactive species, with the same pa-
rameters as for the DA data set we run. The results for the BDD (Fig.2.7) show
that albumin can be oxidised on this surface, as previously reported by Einaga et al.
[76, 77], but this does not appear on the EIS scan when compared to simple PBS.
On the CV data, the effect of albumin can be seen mainly on the first cycle, and
is almost completely abolished on the second one. For this reason, we have decided
not to use the first scan in all our experiments, to avoid electrochemical interference
with albumin. This phenomenon was not be observed on the GC electrodes.
Furthermore, interactions and EC’ reactions between both ferricyanide and oxi-
dised DA and thiol moieties in albumin and thiols generally have been reported
[36, 37, 38, 39]. Effect of other reducing agents, like ascorbic acid [78] have also
been published. This is expected to enhance the anodic current in our experiments
as the product is consumed by thiol moieties, thus regenerating the reaction sub-
strate. Indeed, this is supported by our data, as we can see in particular in the DA
results (Fig.2.4), that the ratio (anodic current / cathodic current) increases as we
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add albumin, and the reduction peak even disappears in presence of the liver mix-
ture, the oxidised species being completely consumed by the high concentration of
thiol contained in biomolecules like albumin, cysteine. The very high anodic current
in this case (20 % higher than the control setup) is more evidence of this secondary
process. This effect may also explain the protective effect of albumin when conti-
nous oxidation is performed for a high and non-physiological concentration of DA
(Fig.2.6C and Fig.2.6D). Furthermore, competition between DA and protein fouling
are also another possible explanation. Indeed, IPA cleaning was usually noticed to
be more efficient in presence of albumin. This was expected to be due to the IPA
denaturating the adsorbed proteins, but not the film generated by DA oxidation.
Glassy carbon cleaned in cyclohexane
Sonicating GC electrodes in cyclohexane purified over activated carbon has been
reported to decrease the oxygen to carbon atomic ratio (O/C) at the esurface of the
substrate [75]. This was understood to be an evidence that the solvent is removing
some oxygen containing organic molecules physisorbed on the surface. Furthermore,
cleaning the electrode with the polar cyclohexane, once cleaned over activated car-
bon, is expected to improve the reaction rates for most of the redox couples by
removing spectator molecules physisorbed on the surface.
For the ruthenium III hexaammine reduction, no major difference were observed
in the general shape of the CV results, in any biological matrix. The main change
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was the redox current magnitudes, in particular in the presence of the liver mixture.
In the case of this outer-sphere redox species, this is expected to be mainly due
to the lower diffusivity of the buffer [71] and to the presence of colloids (red blood
cells, cell debris) in the liver mixture hindering the diffusion pattern. Presence of
macromolecules is expected to have 2 effects on diffusion: it decreases the diffusion
coefficient because of i) increased viscosity according to the Stokes-Einstein equation
D = kT
6piηr
, where k is the Boltzmann constant, T is the temperature in K, η is
the viscosity and r is the radius of the molecule and of ii) excluded volume as







, where d is the apparent
diffusion coefficient, D0 is the diffusion coefficient in the free buffer and φ is the
excluded volume fraction. Furthermore, the peak width is still close to 59 mV
in all the experiments, as predicted by the reversible reaction theory, for a single
electron exchange [1]. This shows that there is no change in the reaction process
after addition of the biomolecules. However, there is a significant increase in the
peak separation in presence of albumin. Similarly, the EIS analysis shows dramatic
changes as the impedance patterns indicate different reaction dependences, a semi-
circle appearing at high frequencies in the presence of albumin, the reaction being
mainly diffusion controlled in the control setup. This results in the serious increase
in charge transfer resistance observed. These data, together with the current results,
indicate a severe albumin and protein adsorption on the GC-D surface.
In the case of ferrocyanide oxidation, the results obtained for the GC-D are com-
pletely different from the ones obtained with the other electrodes. Peak separa-
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tion is higher and the measured current amplitudes are smaller compared to the
BDD and the oxidised GC. These observations confirm some recent reports that the
Fe(CN)63-/4- couple is surface sensitive [73]. The pH effects reported by Deakin et
al. are unlikely to be important here at near neutral pH [80]. However, Kawiak has
reported the formation of poorly soluble products during ferrocyanide oxidation [81]
at the concentrations used here and it is possible that this leads to partial blocking
of the electrode surface. This is consistent with the very low capacitance of the
GC-D (compared to GC-P) in the ferrocyanide solution indicating displacement of
the counter-ions. Furthermore, the CV results changed completely after addition
of albumin to the sample, as the peak current and the peak width increased, and
the current magnitudes decreased. Similarly, Rct increases sharply. This is consis-
tent with albumin interfering with the reaction process, probably because of surface
insulation and adsorption as this system is surface sensitive, thus increasing peak
separation, indicating slower reaction kinetics, and decreasing current magnitude.
This is supported by the capacitance decreasing in the presence of albumin, indi-
cating partial inactivation of the surface.
For the DA oxidation, GC-D shows again rather poor kinetics compared to GC-P,
as reported previously, maybe because of easier adsorption of DA on surface oxides
[75, 82]. In the presence of albumin, the peak separation increases again, and the
oxidation current falls, despite the enhanced oxidation due to albumin. The data for
the liver experiments cannot be used here because of the disappearance of the re-
duction peak and to the higher current due to thiol secondary reaction with oxidised
CHAPTER 2. BIOFOULING AND BIOCOMPATIBILITY 67
DA. However, the albumin results already indicate that the reaction is kinetically
inhibited, adsorption of albumin blocking the surface sensitive DA oxidation. Simi-
larly, if we consider the successive scans in DA solutions, with the different matrices,
we can see that the fitted curve changes with the different setups. In particular, K0
and K2 increase when the protein matrix (albumin or homogenized liver) is added.
This indicates that the expected oxidised DA surface fouling, as observed in the
control case, is hindered because of the presence of spectator molecules adsorbed
on the electrode. As DA and background proteins are competing for adsorption
on the GC-D surface, comparing the DA fouling trends in the different conditions
shows again that proteins are inactivating the electrode and blocking DA oxidation.
Furthermore, changes in DA fouling trends can also be an indication of secondary
reduction of the quinones generated by DA oxidation. As these quinones are respon-
sible for the observed DA fouling, presence of thiol may limit their impact. Similarly,
when amperometric DA oxidation is performed for a long time, the GC-D surface is
very quickly insulated and no significant current can be recorded after 20 minutes.
Figure 2.7: A) Typical cyclic voltammograms (—): first cycle, (· · ·): second cycle,
for 4% albumin in PBS, pH = 7.4, perfomed with a BDD electrode. The peak
present at 0.2 V vs Ag|AgCl is an artifact, probably due to stripping of some metal
contaminants. B) Typical impedance spectrograms in PBS, pH = 7.4, perfomed
with a BDD electrode, C) typical impedance spectrograms for 4% albumin in PBS,
pH = 7.4, performed with a BDD electrode.
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These results indicate that GC-D is highly vulnerable to protein and catecholamine
fouling, thus jeopardizing its biological stability. One of the main issues is expected
to be the blocking of adsorption sites (such as fractures [82]) by inactive species,
leading to a dramatic loss of electroactivity. This phenomenon has been postulated
to hinder other electrocatalytic reactions, in particular oxygen reduction on gold
defect catalytic sites in presence of albumin [33]. Furthermore, GC-D exhibits poor
reaction kinetics for several important redox systems compared to other carbon
electrodes and should therefore be avoided for reliable biomeasurements. This result
is different from the the ones reported by Ranganathan et al., as purified cyclohexane
is expected to improve the reaction rates by cleaning the electrode and increasing
its surface area. This was understood to be an evidence that the polishing step
induced some pollution and partial inactivation of the surface. However, improved
results were obtained if cyclohexane is replaced with water for the polishing, thus
indicating that adsorption of oxygen containing groups (with are absent in the case
of cyclohexane polishing) enhance the electrocatalytic activity of the substrate.
Polished glassy carbon
As for GC-D, the shape of the CV scans remains pretty much unchanged as biomolecules
are added to the buffer. The only noticeable variation is the decrease in current mag-
nitude, probably due to higher viscosity leading to a smaller diffusion layer. The
peak current being given by ip = 2.69× 105 n3/2ACD1/2ν1/2, and using the Stokes-
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Einstein relation, we can calculate a corresponding increase of 41.7 % in viscosity.
The peak separation and the peak width are in the 60-75 mV range and are therefore
consistent with the reversible reaction theory [1]. Furthermore, the EIS data shows
that the ruthenium III/II hexaammine redox reaction is diffusion controlled, even
after addition of albumin. This may indicate a less dramatic fouling than for the
GC-D surface.
In the case of ferrocyanide, in the control setup, GC-P leads to a well-defined CV
scan, with sharp peaks. The peak width is consistent with reversible redox reaction.
Addition of 4% albumin leads to increased peak separation and width, as well as
lower current magnitudes. This supports the possibility of the formation of an
albumin layer blocking the surface and inducing poor reaction kinetics, as indicated
by the increase in charge-transfer resistance [72] and the decrease in capacitance.
Protein adsorption decreases current magnitude because of diffusion hinderance,
excluded volume and poor kinetics, but the fall in capacitance arises solely from the
reduced surface area of the electrode.
Finally, in the case of DA oxidation, GC-P shows very good kinetics, with a low peak
separation. Peak separation increases in the presence of albumin, but this surface is
still the best of the three situations tested. The oxidative current does not decrease
significantly in the presence of albumin, but this may be an artefact due to an EC’
reaction with albumin, enhancing what could be a limited over-current due to better
kinetics. However, if we look at the successive CV, we see that GC-P shows a very
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poor stability in these samples, as the low K0 indicates that the current is expected
to fall by 40% after a sufficient number of cycles. However, the general shape of the
curve does not change significantly, indicating that albumin does not interfere too
severely with DA fouling.
Poor stability during DA oxidation is supported by the long term experiments, as
the surface is quickly completely insulated.
GC-P is rather stable in biological samples, probably because of the surface ox-
ides improving reaction kinetics and reducing the impact of adsorption on catalytic
sites. However, this electrode is rather sensitive to DA fouling. This is an impor-
tant conclusion showing that adsorption of spectator species (albumin, chicken liver
compounds) is qualitatively different from the chemical fouling observed during DA
oxidation, when polymer/ oligomer formation is involved
Boron doped diamond
Again, the ruthenium III hexaammine results show the limited impact of proteins
on the electrochemical measurements, apart from the magnitude of the redox cur-
rent, probably because of diffusion hindrance, as accounted by higher viscosity and
excluded volume. More importantly, no significant changes could be identified in
the EIS results, for kinetics and capacitance. The capacitance is very low, as ex-
pected for BDD, and is not altered by protein adsorption, indicating that the surface
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area is not modified by the matrix. Two interesting features arise from this set of
data. Firstly, the relatively high (85-90 mV) peak separation for ruthenium III/II
hexaammine (however, the peak width is consistent with theory). Such a value has
been reported by other authors [83] and could possibly be explained by the quality
of this commercially available electrode: defects in doping, leading to an incomplete
density of surface states throughout the bandgap region could result in imperfect
semi-metallic activity of the electrode. Secondly, one of the most surprising features
is the EIS scan showing a very well-defined semicircle for this outer-sphere redox
couple, even in the control case (the GC electrodes showed only the diffusion lim-
ited part). This could be evidence of the semi-conductive behaviour of the electrode
[84], leading to sluggish kinetics as some of the energy has to be used for electrode
polarization. Another explanation could be partial blocking of the electrode, as
reported by Jüttner et al. [85]. In particular, partial blocking could arise from het-
erogeneity of the BDD surface, containing a mixture of sp2 and sp3 carbons, or by
inhomogeneity of the dopant concentration. Scanning electrochemical microscopy
has shown that a BDD surface is composed of different large areas featuring various
conductivity [86, 87]. The electroactive area is expected to account for only 10 -
60 % of the electrode surface [88]. As shown of Fig.2.7D, such an electrode surface
can be modelled as several resistors and capacitors in parallel and therefore as an
equivalent capacitor Ceq in parallel with an equivalent resistor Req [89, 90].
Jüttner et al. developed a model which they called ’partial blocking’ where het-
erogeneity in dopant concentration lead to patches of poorly conducting or even
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Figure 2.8: A) schematics showing how the BDD electrode made of conducting and
insulating areas can be modelled as a resistor in parallel with a capacitor and B)
the updated Randles model.
insulating surface (Fig.2.8A). This leads to distributed resistances and capacitances
in the bulk, similar phenomena to those seen in composite electrodes [91, 92]. This
is a bulk property of the BDD film. Fig.2.8B shows the resulting updated Randles
model, with the new circuit part accounting for the first semi circle has seen in our
scans [93]. Furthermore, this semi circle is expected to depend on the electrode only,
not on the solution composition, as seen in our experiments (Fig.2.7). By averaging
the values obtained for the first semicircle for all the experiments performed with
BDD, we obtain values of 5748.2 ± 837.3 Ω cm-2 for Req and of 1009.9 ± 574.3
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nF cm-2 for Ceq, which is consistent with values obtained by others for BDD [90].
This surface non-uniformity could also explain the limited effect of fouling on BDD,
proteins inactivating some specific sites, probably the less doped or less conducting
areas, but not the more active ones.
Similarly, no serious change is induced by the addition of albumin in presence of
ferrocyanide, apart again from the current drop. However, the EIS shows higher Rct,
and therefore decreased k0, which could be explained by blocking electrocatalytic
defect sites, where ferrocyanide oxidation is favoured, thus reducing reaction rates.
This phenomenon may also be an artefact due to the presence of albumin, oxidised on
the BDD electrode and therefore distorting the signal or reacting with ferricyanide
and thus inhibiting the reverse reduction.
Finally, BDD is the most resistant material to DA fouling, with a K0 close to 0.80.
BDD shows the same kind of behaviour as the other electrodes for DA oxidation
when albumin is added, with an increase in peak separation which may arise from
secondary reaction with albumin. However, the kinetics of DA fouling remains
quite unchanged during the successive CV cycles, thus showing that albumin does
not seriously alter the reactants/electrode interactions.
Similarly, the long term amperometric experiments in presence of 1 µM DA show
the excellent resistance of BDD to biological conditions compared to the other elec-
trodes. However, as shown on Fig.2.6, significantly higher current variations are
noticed for this electrode than for the others. The first explanation is that the other
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materials are quickly completely insulated, thus leading to an almost null current,
therefore limiting the scope for variations. Furthermore, we have noticed the pres-
ence of several spikes of the i(t) graphs obtained for BDD, in presence and absence
of albumin. These spikes were understood to be evidence of formation of a poly-
meric quinone film, due to DA oxidation, loosely attached to the surface because of
poor adsorption onto the BDD interface. Vibrations or matrix convection may then
cause this polymer to fall and therefore induce spike because of sudden increase in
the electrode surface. This is not seen for the GC electrodes as this quinone film is
here strongly adsorbed to the electrode interface.
These results show that BDD is very stable in biosamples, even for complex reaction
mechanisms, even though it can show slightly more sluggish kinetics compared to
other materials. However, resistance to biofouling is expected to change with the
BDD sample used, because of the critical dependence of this material on the surface
uniformity and doping quality.
2.1.5 Conclusion
Different reaction processes have been compared in the absence or the presence of
biological matrices for various carbon electrodes. The very good performance of the
BDD surface has been demonstrated, even for surface sensitive reactions in complex
biological matrices. However, it appeared that BDD may be hard to characterize
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and lead to slower kinetics. Furthermore, BDD is more expensive and less available
than GC. In this case, a GC-P surface could be used, at the expense of poorer
biological stability, especially in the presence of catechols. Finally, sp2 carbon offers
improved miniaturization, as 5 µm fibres are commonly used. For biological use
BDD has to be deposited on a metal substrate, such as a tungsten or a platinum
wire [94]. This limits its diameter and decreases its mechanical strength, as the
BDD substrate can break very easily.
2.2 Membrane coatings for biomeasurements
2.2.1 Introduction
In this study, we focus on the effects of 5 different membranes, all of which have
been investigated for biological use, on protein adsorption: Nafion [95], cellulose
acetate [96], chitosan [97], fibronectin and poly(styrene-sulphonate)/ poly(L-lysine)
(PSS/PL) [33, 34]. To investigate the effect of these layers, membrane coated gold
electrodes have been used to study the electrochemistry of an outer-sphere couple
(ruthenium III/II hexaammine) reduction and of the electrocatalytic reduction of
dissolved oxygen. Oxygen reduction has been reported to be dramatically dependent
on the surface quality of gold: high energy defect sites (out of lattice atoms) catalyse
the initial step of reduction of oxygen to hydrogen peroxide [98] and therefore oxygen
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reduction kinetics are expected to be particularly sensitive to adsorption at these
high energy sites. To mimic biofouling, we have been using albumin solutions.
Albumin is frequently used for biofouling studies, and is a convenient surrogate for
more complex biological matrices [33, 34, 99]. Voltammetry was used to compare
the different membranes.
2.2.2 Experimental procedures, methods and chemicals
Solutions and chemicals
All the chemicals were purchased from Sigma, unless stated otherwise, and were
used without further purification. Deionized water purified with a Millipore system
was used throughout these experiments.
The ruthenium III/II hexaammine measurements were carried out in 1 M KCl with
1 mM ruthenium III hexaammine chloride.
Dissolved oxygen measurements were performed in gas saturated phosphate buffered
saline (PBS, pH = 7.4, NaCl: 0.138 M, KCl: 0.0027 M, phosphate: 0.01 M) to reach
a final dissolved oxygen concentration of 1.2 mM [100].
Nafion was used as supplied by Sigma (1:19 solution in ethanol).
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The cellulose acetate solution was prepared by mixing 0.6 g cellulose acetate (Aver-
age Mw 50,000), 15.8 g acetone and 2.8 ml deionized water.
The chitosan films were prepared by mixing 1 g of chitosan with 1 ml of pure acetic
acid and 100 ml of deionized water. The mixture was stirred for a day, filtered and
degassed. Drops of this solution were deposited on an ethanol cleaned polymethyl
methacrylate sheets and dried at 40oC. The dried films were then dipped in 20 g.l-1
NaOH and stored in deionized water.
20 µg.ml-1 fibronectin solution was prepared by dissolving mouse fibronectin in Dul-
becco’s Modified Eagle’s Medium.
PSS/PL is prepared from a 25 mM solution of poly(sodium-4-styrene-sulphonate)
(PSS, molar mass: 206 g.mol-1, molecular weight ≈ 70,000) and a 25 mM solution
of poly(L-lysine-hydrobromide) (PL, molar mass: 146.188 g.mol-1, molecular weight
≈ 23,400) were prepared (the molar masses stated here refer to the monomers of
PSS and PL) and stored at 4oC whenever they were not in use.
Electrode preparation
5 mm gold electrodes were polished with 0.05 µ m grade alumina aqueous slurry
followed by ultrasonication in distilled water. The surface was then electrochemically
cleaned by potential cycling in 0.1 M H2SO4 between 1.7 V and -0.6 V at 1 V.s-1
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until reproducible voltammograms were obtained followed by -0.6 V for 15 min to
reduce surface oxides. The electrode was then stored in water.
Membrane coating
Nafion and cellulose acetate were deposited using spin-coating: a 200 µl drop of
the relevant solution was deposited on the electrode which was immediately rotated
at 1000 RPM. For Nafion, solvent was then evaporated by placing the electrode at
200oC for 2 minutes. The electrode was then cleaned in PBS and stored in deionized
water.
The chitosan membrane was wrapped on the clean electrodes, making sure no gap or
air bubble is trapped between the gold surface and the chitosan film before securing
with a rubber ring and parafilm.
Gold was coated with fibronectin by depositing a 200 µl drop of the solution and
letting it dry at room temperature. Excess fibronectin was removed by cleaning the
electrode in PBS.
A PSS/PL mixture was prepared by mixing PSS and PL solutions in the ratio
1:2 v|v. 200 µl of this solution was deposited on the sensor and kept in a humid
environment. After 12 hours, the electrode was cleaned with PBS and stored in
water.
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Electrochemical measurement and data analysis
A CHI 650 potentiostat (CHI Instruments, Austin, Texas, USA) was used for this
study. The 3 electrode setup was completed with a platinum mesh counter electrode
and an Ag|AgCl, 3 M KCl reference electrode.
Voltammograms were recorded, at 0.1 V.s-1. The cathodic peak potential Epc, the
cathodic peak current ired, the anodic peak width ∆Ep,anodic = |Epc − E1/2| (where
E1/2 is the potential at half the current peak) were obtained. Capacitance Cdl was
obtained by measuring the current difference in the double layer region, halving the
result and dividing it by the scan rate[46].
Three values were obtained for each parameters. The averages and the standard de-
viations were calculated. The results were compared using a double-tailed Student’s
t-test.
2.2.3 Results
For the sake of clarity, and due to the high number of different experimental setups,
only significant changes (p < 0.01) compared to the reference (uncoated gold in
absence of albumin) and albumin free situations are reported.
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Figure 2.9: Experimental results for peak potential, peak width, cathodic peak
current magnitude and capacitance obtained from cyclic voltammograms (scan rate
= 0.1 V.s-1) of 1 mM ruthenium III/II hexaammine in 1 M KCl. Mean and standard
deviation, n = 3, ** : p < 0.01
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Cathodic peak potential
Fig.2.9 summarizes the results for ruthenium III hexaammine reduction.
Nafion coating leads to a negative shift in Epc, in absence and presence of albumin
(respectively -0.019 V and -0.023 V).
In Fig.2.10, we report the results for dissolved oxygen reduction. Adding albumin
for the uncoated electrode made Epc more negative by 0.099 V. Similarly, PSS/PL
shifted Epc by -0.12 V in absence of albumin and -0.10 V in presence of albumin.
Peak width
There was no significant change in peak width for ruthenium III hexaammine re-
duction (Fig.2.9), ∆Ep,anodic being close to 57 mV for all electrodes, the expected
theoretical value for reversible reduction. Fig.2.10 shows that in the case of dis-
solved oxygen reduction, adding albumin when an uncoated gold electrode is used
increases the peak width by 0.036 V. Again, coating gold with PSS/PL in absence
of albumin increases ∆Ep,anodic by 0.038 V.
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Figure 2.10: Experimental results for peak potential, peak width, cathodic peak
current magnitude and capacitance obtained from cyclic voltammograms (scan rate
= 0.1 V.s-1) of dissolved oxygen in PBS, pH = 7.4. Mean and standard deviation,
n = 3, ** : p < 0.01
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Cathodic peak current magnitude
For ruthenium III hexaammine reduction (Fig.2.9), ired magnitude decreases when
albumin is present in the solution for uncoated (- 21 %) and PSS/PL coated (- 10
%) gold electrodes. Compared to the control case, and in presence of albumin, we
notice a decrease in current magnitude for the cellulose acetate (- 33 %), chitosan
(- 42 %) and PSS/PL (- 24 %) membranes. In the contrast, the Nafion membrane
leads to a current magnitude increase in absence (+ 108 %) and presence (+ 77 %)
of albumin.
For dissolved oxygen reduction (Fig.2.10), adding albumin decreased the current
magnitude measured for the uncoated gold by 28.5 %. Coating the electrode with
PSS/PL in presence of albumin (- 31 %), or chitosan without (- 40 %) or with (- 50
%) albumin also led to a drop in current magnitude.
Capacitance
In the ruthenium III hexaammine solution, exposure to albumin led to a capaci-
tance drop of - 40 % for the uncoated electrode. Similarly, PSS/PL also decreased
capacitance (- 34.5% in absence of albumin, - 42 % in presence of albumin).
In dissolved oxygen solutions, albumin decreases Cdl of uncoated (- 47 %), cellulose
acetate coated (- 39 %) and chitosan coated (- 45 %) gold electrodes. Compared with
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the control, in absence of albumin, PSS/PL led to a capacitance drop of 48 %, and
in presence of albumin, Nafion, cellulose acetate, chitosan and PSS/PL decreased
Cdl by 34 %, 44 %, 58 % and 55 % respectively.
2.2.4 Discussion
In this study, the peak width was preferred to the peak separation to allow com-
parison between the resulst obtaind with ruthenium III hexaammine and oxygen.
Oxygen is indeed an irreversible couple, showing no reverse peak, and no peak sep-
aration can be obtained in this case.
In general, we see that the measured values for Epc and ∆Ep,anodic in ruthenium
III hexaammine reduction do not significantly change (apart from Epc in the case
of Nafion because of increased peak current) under all conditions. In particular,
∆Ep,anodic ≈57 mV. This is consistent with the theory of a reversible 1 electron
reduction (where ∆Ep,anodic = 56.5n mV at 25
oC, n being the number of electrons
exchanged [1]) and shows that the different situations do not have any effect on
the reaction mechanisms and kinetics. As a consequence, hindered diffusion due
to membranes and protein adsorption can account for the changes in the physico-
chemical parameters observed.
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Untreated gold
The results for the uncoated gold surface show us the effects of albumin adsorption
on electrochemical measurements. In the case of ruthenium III/II hexaammine, we
notice a serious decrease in capacitance due to adsorption of albumin leading to a
displacement of surface counter ions. This reduces the effective electrode surface
accounting for double layer formation and therefore the capacitance. Moreover,
the decrease in current could be partially due to electrode insulation, but this phe-
nomenon is expected to have a very little impact on the measured current, the
diffusion layer for the complete electrode being rather unchanged because of over-
lapping diffusion layers [35]. Hindered diffusion, leading to reduced mass transport,
is expected to account for the decreased current.













and ∆Ep,anodic = 48αna mV at 25
oC, where
α is the transfer coefficient, na is the number of electrons exchanged in the rate
determining step, F is the Faraday constant, D0 is the diffusion coefficient, k0 is
the standard heterogeneous rate constant, ν is the scan rate [1]), albumin addition
increases ∆Ep,anodic and makes Epc more negative. This means that αna decreases
(from the ∆Ep,anodic expression) and therefore that k0 decreases from the Epc ex-
pression, as Epc is getting more negative. We again notice a serious decrease in
capacitance and in current because of adsorption. These decrease in current and
kinetics are mainly expected to be due to adsorption to the catalytic defect sites
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of gold, thus leading to a higher energy gap for the initial formation of hydrogen
peroxide.
These results shows that the main effect of albumin is due to steric occupation,
leading to hindered mass transport most of the time, but also seriously decreasing
reaction kinetics when electrocatalytic effects of the surface are important.
Nafion
Nafion seems to be a good membrane for electrochemistry, leading to few variations
in electrochemical sensing. However, we notice in the case of ruthenium III hex-
aammine reduction an increase in current magnitude. This is expected to be due
to the high affinity of Nafion with cations, leading to a Donnan equilibrium where
the concentration of ruthenium cations inside the membrane is higher than in the
solution. This results in a higher current and more negative potential peak, the
diffusion layer being depleted more slowly.
Furthermore, Nafion does not protect the gold surface from capacitance drop in
the case of dissolved oxygen reduction. This decrease is not seen for ruthenium,
because of changes in buffer leading to different ionic strengths (1 M vs 0˜.18 M) and
therefore to a smaller effect of spectator species. However, the decrease in Cdl shows
that Nafion does not fully protect the electrodes and that biofouling agents can still
access the electrode.
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Cellulose acetate
As Nafion, cellulose acetate is a satisfactory electrode membrane, leading to no
significant differences from the control in non-biofouling environments. However,
if albumin is added to the solution, we see a capacitance decrease in the lower
ionic strength buffer, showing that it does not protect the surface from protein
adsorption. Cellulose acetate shows quite big pores [101], so it is very likely that
albumin permeates through the membrane. Albumin also decreases the current in
ruthenium III hexaammine reduction, probably because of albumin blocking these
pores and hindering analyte diffusion to the sensor.
Chitosan
Compared to the control situation, chitosan leads to rather disappointing results, in
particular because of the decrease in measured current. This is expected to be due to
hindered diffusion in the case of ruthenium III hexaammine reduction, because of the
thickness of this film, and also because of adsorption blocking the catalytic sites in
the case of dissolved oxygen. We can also notice that, in the case of dissolved oxygen
reduction in the presence of albumin, a decrease in current magnitude is coupled
with a decrease in double layer capacitance. This indicates that chitosan does not
protect the sensing surface from protein adsorption, in particular on catalytic sites
thus decreasing current magnitude, and that protein might permeate through this
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polymer. Again, this is not noticed in the ruthenium III hexaammine experiments,
probably because of the different ionic strengths of the buffers.
Fibronectin
Fibronectin coated electrodes showed no significant differences from uncoated elec-
trodes. It also provides a good protection for biofouling. These results are expected
to be due to the denaturation of fibronectin during the dry-coating process. De-
naturated fibronectin produces a lacunar matrix of fibrin with highly localized thiol
moieties [102]. Such a membrane would bind to relatively few sites of the gold
surface, thus barely affecting its active area and its catalytic properties.
PSS/PL
PSS/PL decreases the double layer capacitance, probably because of intimate ad-
sorption to gold. Furthermore, the negative shift of the cathodic peak potential in
the case of dissolved oxygen reduction shows a decrease in electrode transfer kinetics,
because of catalytic sites insulation due to polyion layer adsorption.
We also notice a decrease in current magnitude after addition of albumin in ruthe-
nium III/II hexaammine solutions. This might indicate a diffusional hindrance due
to albumin adsorption on the PSS/PL layer.
CHAPTER 2. BIOFOULING AND BIOCOMPATIBILITY 89
2.3 Biocompatibility of the electrode coatings
The previous section, compared the effect of the coatings on electrochemical mea-
surements. The biocompatibility of these membranes has also been investigated by
cultivating cells on the same substrates. Fibronectin, PSS/PL, Nafion and cellulose
acetate were studied. Chitosan was not used as this polymer has shown poor elec-
trochemical properties. Gelatin, a substrate frequently used in biology, was used as
a control.
2.3.1 Experimental procedures
Preparation of the substrates
Plastic (polystyrene) Petri dishes, 35 mm in diameter, were coated with the relevant
substrates. These membranes were prepared as previously, apart from Nafion, which
was baked at 60oC, as plastic dishes were used. Multiple layers have also been tested,
with Nafion and cellulose acetate covered with fibronectin.
Adhesion test
Pig aortic endothelial cells were harvested from freshly excised aortas using collage-
nase and cultured in culture medium (DMEM with 10 % newborn calf serum, 10 %
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foetal calf serum, 8 mM endothelial growth factor, 5 µg.ml-1 glutamine) at 37 oC,
95 % O2, 5 % CO2. Cells from passage 2 to 6 were used.
10,000 cells.cm-2 were deposited, in 2 ml of culture medium, on the coated Petri
dishes. The dishes were placed in the humid incubator for 24 hours. The medium was
then changed, and microscope pictures were taken. The cell density was quantified
using the software ImageJ. The results were compared using double-tailed Student’s
t-test, for 6 measurements (3 duplicates).
Effect of electrochemical tests
To investigate the effects of electrochemical experiments on cell viability, some cells
were grown on a fibronectin coated sensor. This sensor, presented on Fig.2.11, is a
multiple microelectrode array featuring 14 gold working electrodes, a pseudo gold
reference and a gold counter electrode, on a glass substrate, with silicon nitride as
an insulating layer. This sensor allowed observation of the cells using a microscope,
and was made by stereolithography by Aleria Biodevices, Barcelona, Spain (Fig.1.9).
The cells were cultivated in culture media and, after 24 hours of culture, were
exposed to a fixed potential, measured vs Ag|AgCl, for 5 minutes. Trypan blue, a
cell viability staining, was then added to the media and the cells were incubated
for 5 minutes. The media was changed and the cells were observed using an optical
microscope.
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Figure 2.11: Photograph of glass microarrays. The square base is 1 cm x 1cm.
2.3.2 Results and Discussion
Fig.2.12 and Fig.2.13 show typical pictures obtained for the adhesion test. We can
see a good adhesion on gelatin, fibronectin, Nafion, and cellulose acetate and Nafion
covered with fibronectin. However, cell density is highly heterogeneous on the Nafion
substrate, as shown on Fig.2.13. Few cells can be noticed on cellulose acetate alone
and PSS/PL.
The statistical data are presented in Fig.2.14. The results were compared to the
gelatin control. Again, we see the very poor biocompatibility of PSS/PL and cel-
lulose acetate alone, as almost no cells could be identified on these substrates (p <
0.001). Biocompatibility of cellulose acetate was improved by fibronectin, however,
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Figure 2.12: Microscope pictures of pig aortic endothelial cells on different membrane
coatings. The bar shows 50µm
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Figure 2.13: Microscope pictures of pig aortic endothelial cells on different membrane
coatings. The bar shows 50µm
CHAPTER 2. BIOFOULING AND BIOCOMPATIBILITY 94
significantly less adherent cells were counted on this surface (p < 0.01). On Nafion
covered with fibronectin, only 50% (p < 0.001) of the cells adhered to the substrate.
Fibronectin and Nafion alone showed good biocompatibility, as all the cells adhered
to the surface. However, the high variation of the cell density in the case of Nafion
forbids the use of this coating for cells on a chip, as the variations in cell reparti-
tion may induce distorted responses. This variability was tested with an F-test and
was found to be significantly different from the control case. This heterogeneity is
expected to be due to some variations in the structure of the Nafion coating, as an
additional layer of fibronectin stabilizes the density.
Figure 2.14: Results of the adhesion test for the different coatings. Mean and
standard deviation, n = 6 (three duplicates), *** : p < 0.001, ** : p < 0.01
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Typical pictures obtained for the survival test are presented on Fig.2.15. Even
after 5 minutes of exposure to high overpotentials, the cells do not show changes
in shape or staining due to the Trypan blue. This marker stains the cytosol in
blue and is therefore a common indicator of cell death. These results indicate that
short electrochemical measurements at a fixed potential do not induce any seriously
cytotoxic conditions and therefore massive death of the cells. The Debye length
in this type of isotonic buffer is smaller than a nanometre, and the electrical field
is quickly screened by the electrode membrane, the glycocalyx and the binding
molecules attaching the cell to its substrate. Formation of toxic chemicals or local
changes in the buffer concentration, especially at very positive or very negative
potentials, may be a problem for the longer term. No significant effect is noticed
on the cell viability, thus indicating that if physico-chemical changes are to happen,
they are limited to the electrode-tissue interface. Similarly, high frequencies are
known to, for instance, change the level of dopamine secretion in the sub-thalamic
cortex and should therefore be avoided [103]. Investigating apoptotic markers, like
caspase, is required to fully establish that electrochemical measurements do not
interact with cellular metabolism.
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2.4 Electrode coatings for biomeasurements: Con-
clusion
This study has shown that fibronectin, Nafion and cellulose acetate offer good re-
sistance to biofouling, even for electrocatalytic processes. However, only fibronectin
allows good cell adhesion.
As a consequence, fibronectin is a biopolymer of choice for the tissue-electrode in-
terface and for cells on chip application.
Chapter 3




Nitric oxide (NO) plays a critical role in numerous physiological phenomena [104,
105, 106, 107, 108, 109]. It is a key biological mediator appearing in the nervous
system [110, 111, 112], immune system [113, 114] and vascular physiology [115, 116].
In particular, NO is known to regulate blood pressure by mediating vasodilation
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[115, 117] and is a central factor in angiogenesis [118, 119, 120]. Blood supply is
critical in many pathologies such as cancer [50, 121] or chronic wounds [122] and thus
understanding the underlying mechanisms of angiogenesis is a major motivation for
the study of NO in vascular physiology.
NO production is rather complex and can be induced by different stimuli: mechanical
(shear stress) [123, 124], extracellular matrix composition [125] and biochemical,
as detailed here. NO is biologically generated by nitric oxide synthases (NOS)
from L-arginine [126, 127]. Analogues of L-arginine (Fig.3.1), such as NG-nitro-L-
arginine methyl ester (L-NAME), can be used to competitively inhibit NOS [128,
129]. Vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) is known to trigger angiogenesis
and NO cellular production [130, 131, 56, 132].
Figure 3.1: Structures of L-arginine (L-arg) and NG-nitro-L-arginine methyl ester
(L-NAME). Adapted from [128].
Biological measurements of NOS activity have proven to be very challenging [133,
134]. Most of the widely used methods, such as Griess’ test [135, 136], fluores-
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cent markers like diaminofluoresceins [137] or quantification of radiolabeled [3H]L-
citrulline [136, 138], are labour intensive, require heavy equipment and long prepa-
ration, and do not allow for real time measurements within a single sample. In this
study, we utilised the electroactivity of NO, and its oxidation product nitrite, to
monitor NOS activity. No can indeed be oxidised to nitrite NO−2 [139]:
NO
−e−→ NO+ +OH−→ HONO −H+→ NO−2 (3.1)
NO sensing in biological conditions has already been achieved using electrochemical
techniques, mostly using modified carbon fibres microelectrodes [4, 140, 141, 142,
143, 45, 44, 5, 144].
In this project, we have utilised multiple microelectrode arrays [46] as shown on
Fig.3.2A. Microelectrode arrays offer the possibility to obtain several independent
measurements from the same sample, or to sense different analytes simultaneously
[47, 65, 48, 145]. Our arrays were fabricated using stereolithography, to enable
production of several ’plug-and-play’ devices, thus ensuring consistency from one
device to another. We used the multiple microelectrode array (MMA) as a general
electrochemical platform for investigating VEGF induced NO synthesis biochem-
istry in pig aortic endothelial cells (Fig.3.2B). The purpose of our study is not to
measure accurately the concentration of NO as released by cells, but to use NO
and nitrite (hereafter referred to as NOx), as markers to understand the upstream
intracellular activation and transduction of the VEGF signal. In particular, the se-
lective inhibitors PD 98059 and LY 294002 (respectively inhibiting ERK 1/2 [146]
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Figure 3.2: A) Picture of the multiple microelectrode array. The insert shows a
magnification of the sensing site, with the 6 working electrodes, the pseudo reference
in the middle and the inverted ’U’ shaped counter electrode; B) Scheme of our
experimental setup showing the cells cultivated directly on the surface of the device;
C) Experimental setup showing the modified MMA and the connector
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and PI/3 kinases[147]) have been used (Fig.3.3). Our goal is to develop a robust
protocol, compatible with simultaneous and high-throughput measurements under
similar conditions as those used by biologists and biochemists (incubator, culture
media containing high concentrations of proteins) to get a statistically meaningful
set of data on the interactions of pharmacological agents on angiogenesis and nitric
oxide synthesis.
Figure 3.3: Structures of A) PD 98059 and B) LY 294002. Adapted from [148, 149].
3.2 Experimental
3.2.1 Chemicals
Deionized water (resistivity > 18 MΩ.cm) from a Millipore system was used for all
experiments. All the chemicals were purchased from Sigma, were of analytical grade
and used without further purification.
The 20 µg.ml-1 fibronectin solution was prepared by dissolving fibronectin from
bovine plasma in Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s Medium (DMEM). The solution was
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stored in at 4 oC.
The poly(styrene-sulphonate)/poly(L-lysine) (PSS/PL) solution was prepared and
used as in the previous chapter.
The 5 µg.ml-1 VEGF solution was prepared by dissolving mouse VEGF into water.
The solution was stored at 4oC. The PD 98059 and LY 294002 stock solutions where
prepared by dissolving 1 mg of each of these chemicals in 1 ml of dimethyl sulfoxide.
LY 294002 and PD 98059 are here used as selective kinase inhibitors.
Dissolved NO solution has been used for sensor calibration. Dissolved NO solution
was prepared by saturating deoxygenated deionised water with NO using Feelisch
method [150]. Briefly, before bubbling pure NO gas through water, the system
is fully deoxygenated using nitrogen purified over a vanadium(II)/ zinc/ mercury
oxygen scrubber. The final concentration of this solution is 1.93 mM according to
Henry’s law [100]. NO solutions were prepared in a custom-built gas collection jar
sealed with a silicone rubber septum. Aliquots of saturated NO solution were drawn
using a Hamilton syringe.
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3.2.2 Electrochemical measurements
The multiple microelectrode arrays were developed in our group at Imperial College
London, UK. The design and geometry of the multiple microelectrode arrays are
reported elsewhere [46]. They feature six 35 µm gold working electrodes, a pseudo-
reference and a counter electrode embedded in a DIL package to allow connection
to a potentiostat. The connections are made of gold on titanium and are insulated
with polyimide. All the electrodes are recessed by 2µm .
The measurements were performed with a CHI 1030 from CH Instruments, Austin,
Texas, US. An Ag|AgCl reference, 3 M KCl (CH Instruments) was used throughout
the experiments.
The electrodes were initially cleaned with ethanol. An electrochemical cleaning
protocol was then performed in 0.1 M H2SO4. Potentials were cycled from 1.4 V
to -0.3 V vs Ag|AgCl until reproducible I-V traces were obtained. The electrode
potential was then maintained at -0.3 V vs Ag|AgCl until a steady current was
obtained to reduce surface oxides [151].
The fibronectin coating was deposited by allowing 50 µl of fibronectin solution on a
clean sensor to dry, followed by rinsing with PBS.
The ruthenium III hexaammine measurements were carried out in 1 M KCl with 10
mM ruthenium III hexaammine chloride. Dissolved oxygen measurements were per-
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formed in gas saturated phosphate buffered saline (PBS, pH = 7.4, NaCl: 0.138 M,
KCl: 0.0027 M, phosphate: 0.01 M) to reach a final dissolved oxygen concentration
of 1.2 mM [33, 34]. Cyclic voltammograms were obtained in ruthenium III hex-
aammine and in dissolved oxygen solutions at a scan rate of 50 mV.s-1. The Tomeš
potential [152] and cathodic peak current were obtained. From the microelectrode
theory, for a reversible species, the Tomeš potential is given by [152, 1]:
ET =





mV at 25oC (3.2)
where n is the number of electrons exchanged (1 in the case of ruthenium (III)
hexaamine reduction). The results were compared using two-tailed Student’s t test,
18 experimental values, from 3 arrays, being obtained for each parameter.
4% w/v bovine serum albumin, 1 mM ascorbic acid, 1 mM l-arginine, 1 mM sodium
nitrite and 1 mM dopamine hydrochloride (dopamine) were used to assess potential
biological interferences and were used as received, dissolved in PBS. Furthermore,
1% sulfamic acid was used to eliminate nitrites [153], sodium hydroxide being used
to reequilibrate the pH.
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3.2.3 In vitro NOS induced activity in endothelial cells and
aortic rings
Pig aortic endothelial cells were harvested from freshly excised aortas using collage-
nase and cultured in culture medium (DMEM with 10 % newborn calf serum, 10 %
foetal calf serum, 8 mM endothelial growth factor, 5 µg.ml-1 glutamine) at 37 oC,
95 % O2, 5 % CO2. Cells from passage 2 to 6 were used.
All animal experiments were carried out in compliance with the relevant laws and
institutional guidelines. Male guinea pigs weighing 300-400 g were euthanized using
CO2 gas. The animals were dissected and their aortas were excised. The artery was
stored in Krebs buffer solution, pH 7.4 (117 mM NaCl, 4.7 mM KCl, 2.5 mM CaCl2,
1.2 mM MgCl2, 1.2 mM NaH2PO4, 25 NaHCO3 and 11 mM glucose) until use and
cut in 3-4 mm long sections.
Multiple microelectrode arrays were modified with a Sylgard surround to create
a reservoir enabling deposition of 0.5 ml of solution of the surface. The setup is
presented on Fig.3.2C. These modified chips were then coated with fibronectin. The
relevant biological sample was then placed on this sensor:
1. 1000 pig aortic endothelial cells were counted using trypan blue (Mediatech,
Fischer) and a Neubauer improved haemacytometer and resuspended in 0.5
ml culture medium (composition described previously);
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2. A 3-4 mm section of guinea pig aorta in 0.5 ml culture medium.
The sensor was left for 2 hours in the incubator (37 oC, 5 % CO2) to allow equilibra-
tion of the system. To investigate the effect of NOS inhibition, 100 µM of L-NAME
[154] or 20 µM PD 98059 [146] or 20 µM LY 294002 [149] was added at least one
hour before NOx measurement. The level of NOx was measured by differential pulse
voltammetry (DPV) between 0.5 V and 1.2 V vs Ag|AgCl (increment 0.004 V, am-
plitude 0.05 V, pulse width 0.06 s, pulse period 0.2 s). 100 ng of VEGF dissolved
in 20 µl of water was then added and the sensor was placed in the incubator for an-
other 2 hours. The NOx concentration was measured again using DPV. The current
peaks due to NO/nitrite oxidation were then measured. The value of interest was
the dimensionless current ratio:
current ratio =
peak current (t = 2 hours)
peak current (t = 0 hour)
(3.3)
The results were compared using two-tailed Student’s t test.
3.2.4 Membrane Biocompatibility
20,000 pig aortic endothelial cells were deposited on Petri dishes (diameter 3.5 cm)
coated with fibronectin or PSS/PL and incubated in medium. The cells were ob-
served using an inverted microscope and pictures were taken after 24 and 48 hours.
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3.2.5 Wound healing assay
The migration of pig aortic endothelial cells induced by VEGF was determined using
a scratch wound assay. Briefly, pig aortic endothelial cells were plated on a gelatin
coated 12-well plate and cultivated in growth media until confluence. When the cells
are confluent, the cell monolayer was scraped with a 1 ml pipette tip and a ruler
to create a cell-free zone. After washing three times with prewarmed PBS, 1 ml of
fresh media was added, with 200 ng of VEGF with or without selective inhibitors
(1 mM L-NAME or 50 µM LY 294,002 or 50 µM PD 98,059). Pig aortic endothelial
cells migration was quantified by taking pictures after 24 h and by assessing the
area recovery. This was done using the following formula [155]:
Area recovery = 100× (Area of the wound at t = 0 hour) − (Area of the wound at t = 24 hours)
Area of the wound at t = 0 hour
3.3 Results
3.3.1 Membrane biocompatibility
Fig.3.4 shows pictures obtained for cells cultivated on fibronectin substrate (after
24 and 48 hours) or on PSS/PL substrate.
This demonstrates the excellent biocompatibility of fibronectin as cells attach and
proliferate. The elongated shape of these cells is typical of healthy and viable en-
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Figure 3.4: Microscope pictures of pig aortic endothelial cells grown (A) for 24 hours
on PSS/PL, (B) for 24 hours on fibronectin and (C) for 48 hours on fibronectin. The
bar shows 50 µm, the scale being the same for all the pictures.
dothelial cells. After 48h, we can even see confluent structures, forming stream-like
patterns (this is sometimes compared to Van Gogh paintings). In contrast, very few
viable cells are found on the PSS/PL, as we mostly notice ill-shaped cells and debris
[156].
3.3.2 Cyclic voltammograms for the uncoated and fibronectin
coated sensors
Fig.3.5A shows simultaneous voltammograms of ruthenium III hexaammine (10
mM) performed with the MMA. The mean measured Tomeš potential is 55 ± 1
mV for an uncoated sensor, as shown on Table.3.1. The measured cathodic current
magnitude is 30.8 ± 2.2 nA for the uncoated MMA.
Fig.3.5A also shows typical graphs obtained for ruthenium III hexaammine reduc-
tion for fibronectin coated sensors. It appears that these curves have the same shape
in both cases. However, significant decreases in Tomeš potential (- 9 %, p < 0.01)
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Figure 3.5: Typical cyclic voltammograms (scan rate = 0.05 V.s-1) of (A) 10 mM
ruthenium III hexaammine in 1 M KCl and (B) oxygen dissolved in PBS (pH = 7.4)
for uncoated and coated MMA. The traces presented here are obtained simultane-
ously from 6 independent electrodes.
and cathodic current magnitude (- 20 %, p < 0.01) are noticed. The values mea-
sured for the Tomeš potential are here smaller than the expected theoretical value.
However, the error is still in the expected range for measurement inaccuracies. The
Tomeš potential does not seriously increase, thus showing there is no serious ki-
netic hinderance for ruthenium III hexaammine reduction, as shown in the previous
chapter. For both setups, measurements of Tomeš potential and cathodic current
magnitude show good repeatability (relative standard deviation < 2.5 % and < 9 %
respectively). However, by performing an F-test, it appears that these variances are
statistically different from the ones obtained for the uncoated sensor. This indicates
that the coating increases the measurement variability.
The same parameters were measured for dissolved oxygen reduction. Again, the
shapes of the graphs are similar (Fig.3.5B). No significant difference was observed





























































































































































































































CHAPTER 3. BIOCOMPATIBLE MICROELECTRODE ARRAY 112
(Table.3.1). The measurements of Tomeš potential and cathodic current magnitude
still show satisfactory repeatability (relative standard deviation < 11 % and < 25 %
respectively).
3.3.3 Characterization of the sensor during cell measure-
ments
Fig.3.6A shows the setup used for the cell experiments. Cells were grown directly
on the fibronectin coated device, and the experiments were carried out in culture
media, to ensure that the features observed are biologically relevant.
Fig.3.6B shows typical DPV obtained from pig aortic endothelial cells cultivated on a
fibronectin coated sensor, before and after injection of VEGF. A peak was identified
at 0.9-1.0 V vs Ag|AgCl, similar in shape and consistent with results obtained by
others [145] for DPV of NO on gold electrodes vs Ag|AgCl. This peak increased
by ≈ 40 % after addition of VEGF, thus indicating an increase in NOS activity
and therefore in NO release. To confirm higher NOS activity, control results were
obtained by inhibiting NOS with 100 µM L-NAME.
Furthermore, we have also tested interferences from different biological molecules
on an uncoated sensor. The peak potential obtained in the DPV is reported on
Table.3.2. Proteins like albumin and amino acids like l-arginine did not noticeably
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Figure 3.6: A) Schematic showing a cross-section of the system used for the VEGF
experiments; B) differential pulse voltammograms for a fibronectin coated MMA
with 1000 pig aortic endothelial cells, in culture medium, after addition of 200 ng.ml-1
VEGF, without (· · ·)or with 100 µM L-NAME (- - -) and control; C) differential
pulse voltammograms of culture media, with an uncoated MMA, without (—) or
with (- - -) 1 % sulfamic acid and sodium hydroxide; D) time line summarizing the
measurement process involving 2 successive DPV.
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appear on the scan. Neurotransmitters, like dopamine, or ascorbic acid appeared
around 650 - 700 mV vs Ag|AgCl. Nitrite appeared around 800 mV. Performing
DPV in a control sample of cell media led to the formation of a peak at 1.04 V.
Table 3.2: Results for the peak potential in DPV of different interfering molecules
Molecule Peak Potential / mV
1 mM l-arginine no peak
4% albumin no peak
1 mM dopamine 642.4 ± 6.6
1 mM ascorbic acid 701.1 ± 12.5
1 mM sodium nitrite 813.8 ± 1.7
Cell culture media 1039.0 ± 1.8
mean ± standard deviation, n = 6
The nature of this peak was investigated using sulfamic acid HSO3NH2. This chem-
ical was used to eliminate nitrites in solution [153]. Sulfamic acid can react with
nitrites to produce nitrogen and sulfuric acid [157]. In our experiments, 10 mg.ml-1
of sulfamic acid was added and the pH was adjusted to the 7-8 range using NaOH,
1 M, the phenol red present in the media being used as a colorimetric pH indicator.
As shown on Fig.3.6C, this treatment virtually abolished the 1.0 V peak observed
before, thus indicating that this feature is due to nitrite oxidation.
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Figure 3.7: Results for VEGF induced NOS activity. (A) Results of the differential
pulse voltammogram current ratio experiment for 1000 pig aortic endothelial cells,
with VEGF, in presence or absence of 100 µM L-NAME, in presence or absence of
20 µM PD 98059, in presence or absence of 20 µM LY 294002 and control (n range:
5-14, **: p < 0.01 when compared to the control case where no chemical is added);
(B) results of the differential pulse voltammogram current ratio experiment for 1000
pig aortic endothelial cells, with VEGF, measured at 20 minutes, 1 hour and 2 hours
after VEGF injection; L-NAME was added just after the second DPV. and a third
DPV was performed at 2 hours, n range: 8-12; (C) results of the differential pulse
voltammogram current ratio for guinea pig aortic sections, with VEGF, in presence
or absence of L-NAME (n range: 5-10, **: p < 0.01)
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3.3.4 Study of VEGF induced NOS activity in endothelial
cells
The protocol for these experiments was to incubate, if required, the cells with L-
NAME, a NOS inhibitor, for 1 hour. The NO/nitrite levels were then measured using
a first DPV. If necessary, VEGF was then injected, and the MMA was incubated for
2 hours. A second DPV was then performed. The current peaks due to NO/nitrite
oxidation were then measured. This process is summarized on Fig3.6D. The results
for the DPV experiments are summarized on Fig.3.7.
Fig.3.7A shows that injecting VEGF leads to a ≈ 40 % increase in measured peak
current (p < 0.01). However, in presence of L-NAME, no significant change is
observed (p = 0.67). This shows a significant increase in NOx levels, after VEGF
injection. Complete inhibition by L-NAME indicates that increased NOS activity
is the cause of increased anodic peak current in response to VEGF.
Furthermore, effects of kinase inhibitors PD 98059 and LY 294002 (respectively
inhibiting ERK 1/2 and PI-3 kinases) were used to investigate the upstream pathway
of NO synthesis. As shown on Fig.3.7A, PD 98059 did not affect VEGF induced NO
production, but LY 294002 completely inhibited it. This shows that NOS activation
is mainly mediated through PI-3, and not significantly through ERK 1/2.
The time response of the system was also investigated (Fig.3.7B). Additional DPV
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were performed at 20 minutes and 1 hour. The peak current was again normalized
using the results obtained at 0 minute. We see that the current ratio reaches a
maximum at one hour and then decreases. To complete this set of data, L-NAME
was added in some samples 20 minutes and 1 hour after VEGF injection. NOx was
measured at t = 2 hours. We see that the obtained ratio is in this case very close to
1, and close to 1.4 when L-NAME is not added. This shows that L-NAME can even
block induced NOS and that the NOx signal measured fades with time because of
diffusion.
A similar protocol was applied to aortic sections. The calculated current ratios
(fig.3.7C) again shows an increase of ≈ 40 % in the peak current after addition of
100 ng of VEGF. This phenomenon was again completely inhibited by L-NAME
(p < 0.01).
3.3.5 Cell migration assay
These results were completed by following VEGF action in a migration wound heal-
ing assay (Fig.3.8). In this experiment, angiogenesis is triggered by scratching a cell
monolayer. This scratch is shown in Fig.3.8 by white dashes. Drug angiogenicity
is assessed by monitoring how quickly the cell monolayer invades this wound. The
fraction of area recovery is shown in Fig.4.4. We can see that VEGF induced an
almost complete recovery of the scratch in 24 hours, as numerous cells are present in
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the wound site, thus confirming the angiogenic effect of this molecule. This recovery
was almost fully inhibited by L-NAME, showing that NO is a critical mediator of
VEGF biochemistry, and by LY 294002 and PD 98059, demonstrating that both
PI-3 and ERK 1/2 are critical for this VEGF mediated angiogenesis.
3.4 Discussion
3.4.1 Sensor characterization
Results for NO release and cells have already been reported previously, but in that
case the cells were then cultivated in collagen pellets deposited on a sensor coated
with PSS/PL [46]. The presence of this thick matrix between the cells and the
electrode is expected to seriously hinder diffusion and therefore measurement. Fur-
thermore, we have demonstrated since the relatively poor properties of PSS/PL as
an electrode membrane. In this section, we have used fibronectin which we have
shown does not significantly affect electrochemical measurements and provides good
protection from biofouling whilst providing a biocompatible surface for cell culture
[33, 34].
The biocompatibility experiments show that PSS/PL, as previously used for MMA
coating[46], is not suitable for cell based measurements. On the other hand, fi-
bronectin allows good cell adhesion. Fibronectin should therefore be preferred as it
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seriously improves long term (48h) biocompatibility.
Furthermore, whilst fibronectin has been assessed on macroelectrodes, the hemi-
spherical diffusion patterns of microelectrodes may have an effect on electrochemical
sensing with a fibronectin coated MMA. This study was carried out by comparing
the electrocatalytic reduction of dissolved oxygen with the reduction of ruthenium
III hexaammine. The different mechanisms of these redox reactions are expected
to give indications on the relative effect of the coating on diffusion and reaction
kinetics.
For the cyclic voltammograms of ruthenium III hexaammine performed with the
uncoated MMA, the mean measured Tomeš potential is consistent with the expected
theoretical value for a reversible process[152]. Similarly, the theoretical diffusion





where n is the number of electron exchanged, c is the analyte concentration, D is the
diffusion coefficient (here 7.9 x 10−10 m2.s-1 [46]), a is the electrode radius and L is the
recess depth. The theoretical value is 31.8 nA and is consistent with the measured
current (30.77 ± 2.23 nA). In presence of the fibronectin layer, significant decreases
in Tomeš potential (- 9 %, p < 0.01) and cathodic current magnitude (- 20 %,
p < 0.01) may be evidence of limited blocking of the sensor surface, probably at the
edge of the recessed electrode. However, good repeatability and good reproducibility
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demonstrate the possibility of achieving satisfactory electrochemical measurements
with this kind of micro-engineered device.
These results show the limited effect of the fibronectin layer on the electrochemistry
of the microelectrode sensor, for ruthenium III hexaammine or dissolved oxygen
reduction. The minor decrease in cathodic current magnitude for ruthenium III
hexaammine reduction shows that fibronectin barely insulates the electrode. This
result is observed for all six electrodes, so consistency of the current measurements
is assured. In addition, the Tomeš potential is between 50 and 55 mV for ruthe-
nium III hexaammine, which is consistent with the expected result for a reversible
redox reaction [1] and indicates that the fibronectin layer does not alter the reaction
mechanisms. When compared to results previously reported with PSS/PL [46], we
see that the fibronectin membrane offers improved performances, as the PSS/PL
seriously insulated the electrodes and hindered electrochemical detection.
The conclusion of these experiments is that a fibronectin coated MMA is suitable for
electrochemical measurements and is a major improvement of the device, compared
to the PSS/PL used previously. This is consistent with the results obtained in the
previous chapter for macroelectrodes, despite a minor decrease in diffusion limited
current which may be attributed to accumulation of fibronectin on the edges of the
recessed electrode.
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3.4.2 Validation of the biosensing protocol
The biological measurement environment is drastically different from homogeneous
solutions normally used in electrochemistry. In particular, several reactions and
phenomena, such as fouling, cell response to changes in biological conditions, hetero-
geneity in the cell density, are all expected to hinder the measurements. Calibration
working curves, for DPV, were obtained through successive addition of aliquots NO
saturated deionized water, as shown on Fig.3.9. The results show a linear peak cur-
rent increase, thus demonstrating the efficacy of the sensor. Oxidation current was
measured amperometrically for addition of successive aliquots in the 3-9 µM range
for 3 independent sensors. The resulting sensitivities were 64.7 ± 5.8 pA.µM-1 for
the uncoated sensor and 116.4 ± 12.6 pA.µM-1 for the Fn coated one. The limits of
detection were 1.20 ± 0.08 µM for the uncoated sensor and 2.53 ± 0.12 µM for the
Fn coated one. Fn therefore improves sensor ability by improving its sensitivity by
79.9 %. The 10 %-90 % response time to a 4 µM step change in NO concentration
was 8.9 seconds for the uncoated MMA and significantly longer (p < 0.05, n = 3)
at 14.3 seconds for the Fn coated device. These results display a linear response to
NO concentration in the 3-9 µM range, which is consistent with theory.
However, for the reason presented above, these curves were not employed. Instead,
the relative NO concentration variations following pharmacological or physiological
changes were calculated from DPV peak currents. DPV was used for biomeasure-
ments in preference to amperometry to minimize exposure of the cells to electric
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Figure 3.9: DPV calibration results for the coated MMA
fields and to minimize changes in local chemical composition which may influence
the physiology [47]. Typical DPV experiments described here were of 20-30 seconds
duration. Ratios of measured current enabled us to overcome heterogeneity of the
current measurements due to the effects of partial inactivation of the surface or dif-
fusion hindrance due to cell adhesion, or inhomogeneity of cell growth and division,
leading to local variations in NO levels. Similarly, biological conditions were main-
tained throughout the experiments, by using protein supplemented culture media
and by keeping the sensors in an incubator between the measurements. To ob-
tain reliable measurements, pig aortic endothelial cells were cultured directly on the
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coated sensor surface. However, by performing successive DPV, we have found that
the current magnitude and the shape of the scan were changing (Fig.3.10). This is
expected to be due to a stabilization process of the sensor, as some sites are being
fouled by proteins on the first scan. This problem was overcome by always applying
the same measurement sequence, to ensure reproducibility of the conditions. In our
case, we have performed 3 scans for the first set of DPV and used the 3rd scan, and
2 scans for the second set and used the 2nd scan.
Figure 3.10: Successive DPV scans for PAEC cultivated on the MMA showing the
stabilization process
The concentration of L-NAME used in our tests is expected to inhibit ≈ 70 % of
NOS activity [154]. Therefore, a limited increase in NO release, in the presence
of VEGF and L-NAME, would have been expected. However, we do not see any
significant difference from the control case. This is due to the long (1 hour) pre-
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incubation of cells with L-NAME before the measurements. This is expected to
induce accumulation of L-NAME inside the cell. L-NAME features an ester moiety,
allowing the molecule to cross the cell membrane. However, this ester is cleaved by
esterases inside the cytoplasm, thus preventing diffusion to the extracellular space
and inducing higher intracellular concentration of the active inhibitor [158].
Furthermore, from the interfering electroactive biomolecules we have tested, only
nitrite is expected to interfere with our measurements. Indeed, nitrites generated
from NO reacting with oxygen (≈0.2 mM in this solution) or already present in the
culture media are also oxidised during the scan and will therefore contribute to the
current. It is very likely that they account for the main contribution to this current,
as shown by the sulfamic acid control. This was not considered problematic because
nitrite levels arise solely from previous release of NO and are therefore indicative of
NOS activity (as in a Griess test[135]) and of the biochemical cascade inducing NO
synthesis.
This method does not provide direct measurements of NO, but still offers the pos-
sibility of in situ sensing of NO release. This is in particular one of the first reports
of biosensing performed with a microelectrode array in cultured cells. This technol-
ogy is expected to offer an alternative, or at least a good complement, to most of
the common biological techniques. Gel migrations focus on large macromolecules,
require long preparation times and sometimes expensive reactants. Our method
enables the characterization of early biochemical events, for some low molecular
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weight molecules. The other standard methods, fluorescence microscopy or con-
focal microscopy, require very expensive equipments and maintenance, and again
specialist skills. Confocal microscopy can be used for NO sensing with diaminoflu-
oresceins. However, these molecules are expensive and not commonly available.
Microelectrode arrays offer the possibility of numerous parallel measurements with
cheaper equipements. Preparation the sensor is easy, and results can be obtained
quickly (after few hours). Furthermore, the protocol and the data processing are
simple, this technology is therefore ideally suited for automation and massively par-
allel measurements. However, this device is still limited by the intrinsic limitations
of electrochemical sensors. The molecule of interest has to be electroactive and
furthermore, long term stability of the sensor can be problematic.
3.4.3 Intracellular pathway of VEGF induced NO synthesis
The mechanism of action of VEGF is only partially understood, and it appears that
VEGF initially binds to membrane receptors and triggers a kinase cascade leading
to increased intracellular levels of calcium, consequently activating NOS to release
NO [159, 160]. As shown on Fig.1.12, several kinase pathways have been reported
in VEGF activity. FAK and the p38 mitogenic-activated protein (MAP) kinase
regulate migration, Src modulates endothelial permeability. Phosphatidylinositol 3
(PI-3) and Akt kinases have been shown to mediate VEGF induced NO synthesis
[161]. Similarly, the MAP extracellular signal-regulated kinase (ERK 1/2) is a
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critical transducer for VEGF induced angiogenesis, as it induces proliferation, but its
mitogenic activity seems to be independent of NO [162, 163, 164], probably through
inhibition of apoptosis [165]. PI-3 and ERK 1/2 can be inhibited by LY 294002
[166] and PD 98059 [162] respectively.
The L-NAME test demonstrates the effect of this angiogenic factor on NOS activity
and supports the central role of NO in the regulation of angiogenesis. Using the
increase in current ratio as a marker of NOS activity enables us to establish the
kinase cascade leading to VEGF induced NOS activity. The experiments with kinase
inhibitors show that PI-3 and Akt kinases are critical for the mediation of this
pathway, but MAP kinases such as ERK 1/2 are independent of NO synthesis.
However, the migration assay demonstrates the importance of both PI-3 and ERK
1/2 in angiogenesis, as addition of PD 98,059 inhibits wound recovery. This also
shows that angiogenesis is a very complex biochemical phenomenon, not relying
solely on the synthesis of NO, as other mediators or pathways are involved. These
experiments enable us to establish the kinase cascade leading to VEGF induced NOS
activity, with PI-3 mediating this signal. MAP such as ERK 1/2 are independent
of NO synthesis, but their action is critical for cell proliferation as shown by the
wound healing assay. This pathway is presented in Fig.3.7.
The time response of our device is different from what has been reported previously
for VEGF, as NO synthesis is expected to reach a maximum after 20 minutes of
exposure [164]. This delay time also includes time for intrinsic biological processes,
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Figure 3.11: Scheme for the intracellular cascade leading to VEGF induced NO
synthesis
like intracellular signal transduction through kinase cascade or increase in intracellu-
lar calcium concentration [146]. We think that this is due to the sparse cell density,
leading to lower NO levels or to increased diffusion time of the growth factor and
NOx through the bulk solution. Indeed, cell density was kept far below confluency
to induce angiogenesis and to inhibit migration, so most of the electrodes are not
covered by cells. This delayed time is also a strong indication that the analyte
we are actually sensing is nitrite, produced by NO oxidation by dissolved oxygen,
rather than NO. This does not affect the validity of our results as this chemical is a
by-product of NO biochemistry, and the L-NAME tests show unequivocally that the
signal sensed here arises from NOS activity. Furthermore, addition of L-NAME after
NOS activation by VEGF shows also the potent inhibitory activity of L-NAME, as
the NO signal is quickly abolished and cannot be seen after 1 hour. This is due to
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the geometry of the system: NO and nitrite are generated from the 2-dimensional
cell monolayer at the bottom of of the device, leading locally to a higher concen-
tration. These chemicals then diffuse away, to the bulk solution, and the measured
current decreases.
3.4.4 Aortic sections
The versatility of the system was confirmed using freshly excised aortic sections. The
similarity of response from aortic sections and from endothelial cell culture confirms
similar underlying biochemistry. Furthermore, it demonstrates the validity of our
protocol, this method enabling measurements in various setups to assess the activity
of cultured cells or freshly excised biosamples, and underlines the possibility of using
such a device as a general tool for drug screening and pharmacological interactions
in real tissue samples. This kind of mass produced microdevice is ideally suited for
rapid testing of drugs or inhibitors and to elucidate biochemical cascades. In addi-
tion, this technology is not restricted to NO physiology only, as this could be applied
to any electroactive biomolecule of interest, such as neurotransmitters or reactive
species. Identifying a marker of activity (here, release of NO) and investigating the
effect of selective inhibitors provides a quick and robust way to disentangle respective
contributions of different intracellular transduction steps.
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3.5 Conclusion
It has been demonstrated that fibronectin has minor effects on electrochemical mea-
surements with microelectrodes and can therefore be used as a coating for cell-culture
and in vitro based electrochemical tests. Despite a minor increase in measurement
variability, fibronectin does not hinder electrochemical reactions for both outer-
sphere (ruthenium III hexaammine) and electrocatalytic (dissolved oxygen) couples.
These results are similar to the ones obtained in the previous chapter with macro-
electrodes. This membrane also offers optimal biocompatibility and allow growth of
cells on the electrode for several days.
We have underlined the effect of VEGF on NOS activity, and the kinase transduction
of VEGF induced NO release from cultured cells has been clarified in conditions
suitable for cell survival (37 oC, 95 % O2, 5 % CO2). Our results show the critical
role of PI-3 in NO synthesis and support the independence between NOS and MAP
kinases like ERK 1/2.
Finally, we have described a device and a protocol generally applicable to the inves-
tigation of pharmacology on cell biochemistry, for various types of samples (cultured
cells or excised tissue). The MMA is particularly suitable for biochemical studies
involving numerous measurements for a great number of setups.
Chapter 4
Study of the Biochemical Pathway
of Angiogenin
4.1 Introduction
Angiogenesis, the formation of new blood vessels, is currently an important topic for
biochemical research because of its central role in cancer development [50]. However,
controlling angiogenesis is a rather challenging task as this complex biological phe-
nomenon is known to depend on several parameters including interaction with the
extracellular matrix [125], mechanical or shear stresses [123] and other biochemical
factors. It has been reported that some growth factors, like vascular endothelial
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growth factor, increase endothelial growth and angiogenesis [118]. Studying the
biochemical interactions between endothelium and angiogenic factors is therefore
essential for understanding and modulating angiogenesis for therapeutic purposes.
In this section, we focus on angiogenin (ANG), one of these angiogenic factors. ANG
is a 123 amino acid long single-chain protein of about 14.4 kDa [167]. This molecule
is essential for cell proliferation, even for angiogenesis induced by other angiogenic
factors [168]. In particular, it has been reported that nuclear translocation of ANG
is a critical step for angiogenesis induced by acidic or basic fibroblasts, epidermal or
vascular endothelial growth factors [168]. However, the cellular physiology of ANG
is still unclear.
As already presented in the previous chapter, NO plays a central role in angiogenesis
[169] by triggering the synthesis of angiogenic factors and the differentiation of
endothelial cells into vascular tube cells [170]. Ziche et al. have also shown that, as
with many other angiogenic factors, NO can lead to DNA synthesis and migration of
coronary endothelial cells [171, 172]. In addition, NO may also promote angiogenesis
through its endothelial antiapoptotic properties [173]: angiogenesis is mainly based
on proliferation of endothelial cells and therefore on inhibition of their apoptosis.
As a consequence, NO is a key factor in angiogenesis. The purpose of this study
is to investigate relationships between ANG and extracellular NO release. Human
umbilical vein endothelial cells (HUVECs) were grown directly on the fibronectin
coated multiple microelectrode array, ANG was added and NO levels were mon-
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itored. Sparse cell concentration (about 5x103 cells.cm-2 [174]) and endothelial
growth medium were used to promote angiogenesis. NO was measured electro-
chemically using differential pulse voltammetry (DPV). Several inhibitors of ANG
activities were used to investigate their role in NOS activity. Our results suggest
that ANG induces NOS activity in a dose and time dependent manner. Further-
more, signal transduction through PI-3 and Akt kinases and nuclear translocation
of ANG appear to be critical for NO synthesis.
4.2 Experimental procedures, methods and chem-
icals
4.2.1 Chemicals
All the chemicals used in this study were purchased from Sigma, unless stated other-
wise, and were used without further purification. Deionized water purified through a
Millipore system was used throughout all the experiments. Angiogenin was purified
as previously described [175].
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4.2.2 Cell culture
HUVEC were purchased from Clonetics (San Diego, USA) and cultivated in EGM-2
(Endothelial Growth Media 2, Clonetics) on gelatin coated 75 ml flasks, at 37 oC,
95% O2, 5% CO2. Cells from passage 6 to 9 were used.
4.2.3 MMA design
Multiple microelectrode arrays (MMA) were used for the electrochemical sensing of
NO and were described in the previous chapter.
4.2.4 Modification and preparation of the sensors
The MMA were modified using a Sylgard (Dow Corning, Midland, USA) custom-
made reaction cell to allow deposition of a 500 µl volume on the sensor. A lid made
from a Petri dish was also fitted on the cell to minimise evaporation.
Prior to any experiment, biological debris was removed using trypsin solution.
Trypsin solution was deposited into the cell and incubated at 37 oC for at least
20 minutes. They were then rinsed with 70% aqueous ethanol followed by water.
The gold electrodes were electrochemically cleaned by performing cyclic voltammo-
grams between 1 V and -0.8 V at 0.5 V/s in 0.5 M sulfuric acid until stability of the
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graphs. The electrode potential was then held at -0.6 V to reduce gold oxides.
The sensor was then sterilized with 70% aqueous ethanol and rinsed with PBS (pH
= 7.4). 40 µl of human fibronectin (20 µg.ml-1, in DMEM) was deposited on the
sensor and allowed to dry. Excess of fibronectin was removed by rinsing with PBS.
4.2.5 Electrochemical measurements
Cells were harvested using trypsin and counted with a cytometer and Trypan blue.
2000 cells were suspended in 500 µl of EGM-2 and deposited on the sensor. The chip
was then incubated for at least 12 hours (37 oC, 95% O2, 5% CO2). Just before the
measurement, culture media were replaced with fresh EGM-2, and DPV was then
recorded between 0.6 V and 1.5 V vs Ag/AgCl (increment 0.004 V, amplitude 0.006
V, pulse width 0.06 s, pulse period 0.2 s). Measurements were stopped just after a
complete peak was obtained to minimize the possible impact of the measurements on
HUVEC. In these conditions, a single DPV scan lasts less than 30 seconds. Adequate
volumes of angiogenin solution (1.14 mg.ml-1 in deionized water) were added with
the relevant inhibitor if required (protocol described below). The MMA was then
placed back in the incubator and another DPV was recorded after 30 minutes (or
every 10 minutes for the time dependence study).
In a set of experiments, angiogenin was replaced with 200 ng.ml-1 of VEGF dissolved
in water.
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4.2.6 Data processing
The DPV results were processed by normalizing the peak current obtained after
angiogenin injection by the peak current measured before injection as described in
the previous chapter. The results obtained for each experimental condition were
then averaged, and the means compared using Student’s t-tests.
4.2.7 Inhibitors
For the L-NAME study, the cells were maintained in culture medium containing 100
µM Nω-nitro-L-arginine methyl ester (L-NAME) for at least one hour before any
measurement. Similarly, in the neomycin setup, cells were cultivated for at least one
hour in medium containing 50 µM neomycin [176] before any measurement. The
PD 98059 and LY 294002 kinase inhibitors were dissolved in dimethyl sulfoxide and
were added 1 hour before measurements at a concentration of 10 µM.
4.2.8 Laser confocal microscopic analysis
Cells were plated sparsely (5 x 103/cm2) on 18 x 18 mm glass slides coated with
fibronectin. The cultures were serum-deprived overnight with EBM-2 (Endothelial
Basal Media 2, Clonetics) supplemented with 1 % fœtal bovine serum (FBS). Af-
ter 30 minutes pre-treatment with or without pretreatment of selective inhibitors
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(100 µM L-NAME or 10 µM LY 294002 or 10 µM PD98,059 or 50 µM neomycin),
angiogenin was added to a final concentration of 5 µg.ml-1 angiogenin and incuba-
tion was continued for 30 minutes. Cells were fixed in methanol for 3 minutes at
-20 oC and rinsed three times with cold PBS for 5 minutes at room temperature.
The cells were then incubated with 1 % bovine serum albumin in PBS at room
temperature. Then monoclonal endothelial NOS (eNOS) antibody or monoclonal
phospho-eNOS (Ser1177) antibody (Cell Signaling Technology, Inc., Boston, USA)
in PBS were added for 1 hour at 37 oC. After rinsing with PBS, anti-Rabbit Cy3-
labeled secondary antibodies (Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, USA) were incubated for 1
hour at room temperature and then rinsed five times for 5 minutes with PBS at room
temperature. Slides were mounted using gel mount (Biomedia, Beaufort, USA) on
microslides (Paul Marienfeld GmbH & Co. KG, Lauda-Königshofen, Germany) and
the cells were observed with an inverted confocal imaging system (Carl Zeiss LSM
710). In the case of phospo-eNOS pictures, the data were processed by converting
the image into grayscale and thresholding the image at a lightness of 45.
4.2.9 Effects of selective inhibitors on the migration of HU-
VEC by angiogenin in vitro
The migration of HUVEC in response to angiogenin was determined using a scratch
wound assay [177, 178, 179]. Briefly, HUVEC were plated in fibronectin coated 35-
mm dishes at 1 x 106 cells/cm2, and cultured in EGM-2 for 24h. When the cells
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were confluent, they were washed with prewarmed PBS, and then cultured in EBM-
2 supplemented with 1 % FBS for 12 h. The cell monolayer was scraped with a
ultra-microtip to create a cell-free zone. After washing three times with prewarmed
EBM-2, 5 µg.ml-1 angiogenin was added with or without selective inhibitors (100 µM
L-NAME or 10 µM LY 294002 or 10 µM PD 98059 or 50 µM neomycin) in EBM-2
supplemented with 1 % FBS. HUVEC migration was quantified by measuring the
number of migrating cells using ImageJ software (v1.40) after 12 h under a Nikon
TS100 inverted confocal imaging system (Carl Zeiss LSM 710).
4.3 Results
4.3.1 Angiogenin induces NOS activity and NO release
Fig.4.1A shows typical voltammograms obtained for DPV performed in HUVEC
culture. The solid trace was obtained by scanning the potentials when ANG was
added (to obtain a final concentration of 5 µg.ml-1), the dashed one was recorded
30 minutes after injection. Voltammetric peaks, reaching a maximum by 0.95 V vs
Ag/ AgCl, are observed. These results are consistent with data previously reported
[46] for DPV performed with the MMA in dissolved NO solutions. Peak intensity
increased by approximately 30 % over 30 minutes following exposure to ANG. These
preliminary results indicate a possible ANG induced NO release.
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Figure 4.1: Effect of angiogenin on NOS activity. (A) Typical differential pulse
voltammograms obtained in HUVEC culture, before and 30 minutes after addition
of 5 µg.ml-1 angiogenin. Potentials were measured vs Ag/ AgCl. (B) Summary
of the current ratios obtained for differential pulse voltammograms performed in
HUVEC culture, before and 30 minutes after addition of 5 µg.ml-1. Angiogenin was
added in the presence or absence of 100 µM of L-NAME, used as a NOS inhibitor.
Controls with L-NAME or injection of 2µl of water only have been performed. n >
17, ***: p < 0.001 (C) Current ratios obtained for differential pulse voltammograms
obtained in HUVEC culture, before and 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 minutes after addition
of various concentrations of angiogenin (20 µg.ml-1, 5 µg.ml-1, 1 µg.ml-1, 250 ng.ml-1
and control, i.e. injection of 9 µl of water). n > 11.
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To confirm that ANG induces NOS activity in HUVEC, we used Nω-nitro-L-arginine
methyl ester (L-NAME) as a competitive NOS inhibitor [128]. We repeated the
previous protocol (i.e. running a DPV before and 30 minutes after injection of 5
µg.ml-1 of ANG) and the current ratio (peak current at t = 30 minutes) / (peak
current at t = 0 minutes) was calculated for each of the 6 individual electrodes of the
MMA. This method was used to obtained a dimensionless value, in order to decrease
the impact of heterogeneity in cell division and sensor variability. The average and
standard deviations for each experimental situations were obtained, and Student’s
t-tests were performed.
The results for L-NAME inhibition are reported in Fig.4.1B. Controls for L-NAME
only and for injection of 2 µl of water only gave no significant difference in the
peak current ratio (0.93 and 0.99 respectively). In these setups, the peak current
does not change significantly. As expected, the current ratio for ANG only is 1.35
because of increase in peak current ( p < 0.001 if compared to the control and
L-NAME only situations). However, if 100 µM L-NAME is present when ANG is
added, the current ratio is now 0.93. This means that L-NAME inhibits the peak
increase induced by ANG (p < 0.001). As L-NAME is commonly used to inhibit
NO synthesis [128], this result shows that ANG induces NO synthesis in HUVEC,
and that this resulting increase in extracellular NO concentration can be detected
by calculating the peak current ratio.
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4.3.2 NO production is dose and time dependent
The dose and time dependence of this NO synthesis was then investigated. Different
concentrations of ANG (20 µg.ml-1, 5 µg.ml-1, 1 µg.ml-1, 250 ng.ml-1) and control
(injection of 9 µl of water) were tested. DPVs were obtained every 10 minutes for 50
minutes, and peak current ratios were calculated by normalizing the peak current
with the peak current measured at t = 0 minute. The graphical results are presented
in Fig.4.1C. However, for the sake of clarity, standard deviations were not added on
the graph, but numerical values are reported in Table.4.1.
The 250 ng.ml-1 of ANG situation is not different from the control, both graphs
stabilizing around 0.8. However, for higher ANG concentrations, we notice a strong
increase in NO levels, starting almost immediately for 20 µg.ml-1, and after 10
minutes for 5 µg.ml-1 and 1 µg.ml-1. In the 3 cases, the maximum is reached 30
minutes after injection, and the signal starts to decrease slowly, in particular for 5
µg.ml-1 and 1 µg.ml-1 of ANG. The maximal value for the current ratio also increases
with the concentration of ANG injected (1.61 for 20 µg.ml-1, 1.44 for 5 µg.ml-1 and
1.27 for 1 µg.ml-1 of ANG).
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4.3.3 NO synthesis depends on nuclear translocation of an-
giogenin
To investigate the ANG pathways, we have again repeated the previous protocol,
but with L-NAME being replaced with 50 µM neomycin. Neomycin is an antibiotic
frequently used to inhibit nuclear translocation of angiogenin [180, 176].
The results obtained for ANG, for ANG and neomycin and for neomycin alone are
summarized in Fig.4.2A. Complete inhibition of NO release is observed (p < 0.001),
suggesting that nuclear translocation of ANG is required for NO release.
4.3.4 PI-3 kinase is involved in angiogenin induced NOS
activity, but not ERK 1/2
Kinase inhibitors PD 98059 and LY 294002, respectively inhibiting ERK 1/2 [146]
and the phosphatidylinositol 3 (PI-3) [147] kinases, were then added instead of
neomycin in separate experiments.
As shown in Fig.4.2B, PD 98059 does not have any effect on NO release, indicating
that ERK 1/2 is not involved in ANG induced NOS activity. However, LY 294002
leads to inhibition of NO synthesis (p < 0.01) thus indicating that PI-3 kinase
mediates NOS activation (Fig.4.2C).
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Figure 4.2: Effect of selective inhibitors of angiogenin physiological pathways. Sum-
mary of the current ratios obtained for differential pulse voltammograms performed
in HUVEC culture, before and 30 minutes after addition of 5 µg.ml-1 of angiogenin.
(A) Angiogenin was added in the presence or absence of 50 µM of neomycin, used as
a nuclear translocation inhibitor. Control with neomycin only has been performed.
n > 18, ***: p < 0.001. (B) Angiogenin was added in the presence or absence of 10
µM of PD 98059, used as a ERK kinase inhibitor. Control with inhibitor only has
been performed. n > 15, ***: p < 0.001. (C) Angiogenin was added in the presence
or absence of 10 µM of LY 294002, used as a Akt kinase inhibitor. Control with
inhibitor only has been performed. n > 18, ***: p < 0.001,**: p < 0.01.
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4.3.5 Angiogenin regulates eNOS activation and intracellu-
lar localization
We examined the effect of ANG on the intracellular localization of endogenous
eNOS and phospho-eNOS by confocal microscopy (Fig.4.3). After ANG treatment,
phospho-eNOS is enriched in the perinuclear region of cells in a punctate pattern,
(white arrows) and at the periphery of cells (blue arrows). In addition, phosphory-
lation of eNOS is increased by ANG. To demonstrate the exact cellular mechanism
of ANG regulated eNOS phosphorylation and intracellular location, LY 294002 and
PD 98059 were tested. Pretreatment with LY 294002, neomycin or L-NAME for
30 min inhibited ANG induced eNOS phosphorylation and intracellular localiza-
tion. However, when cells were stimulated with PD 98059, it did not affect eNOS
activation and localization.
4.3.6 NOS activity is involved in angiogenin induced en-
dothelial cell migration
We then characterized the effect of the competitive NOS inhibitor L-NAME on ANG
induced endothelial cell migration in HUVEC. The NOS inhibitor reduced the cell
migration induced by ANG, as shown in Fig.4.4. This results confirms the role of
NO as a mediator in ANG physiology. Furthermore, LY 294002, PD 98059 and
neomycin similarly inhibit cell migration.
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Figure 4.5: Effects of neomycin on VEGF induced NO synthesis. Summary of the
current ratios obtained for differential pulse voltammograms performed in HUVEC
culture, before and 2 hours after addition of 200 ng.ml-1 of VEGF. VEGF was added
in the presence or absence of 100 µM L-NAME and of 50 µM of neomycin. n > 18,
**: p < 0.01.
4.3.7 Neomycin inhibits VEGF induced NO synthesis
Fig.4.5 shows that VEGF increased the magnitude of the NO peak ( p<0.01), as
expected. The magnitude of this increase was 20%, somewhat lower than the in-
creased NOS activation induced by angiogenin. Of particular relevance here is that
the VEGF-induced NOS activation was inhibited by neomycin. This is strongly
suggestive of a role for Akt kinase phophorylation in NOS activation, since VEGF
translocation into the cell nucleus is not required for angiogenic activity [181].
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4.4 Discussion
In this study, we have demonstrated that angiogenin (ANG) induces NO synthesis
through two pathways involving the PI-3 kinase signal transduction cascade and
nuclear translocation.
Sensing of NO in biological conditions raises several problems due to the high re-
activity of this molecule, leading to a very short lifetime. In addition, most of the
commonly used methods, such as the Griess test, cannot be performed in real time,
show high limits of detection and poor spatial and temporal resolution. For these
reasons, measurement of NO was performed electrochemically, using a MMA [46].
The utility of the MMA for NO sensing in fibroblast cells has already been demon-
strated in the previous chapter [182, 46]. To improve biocompatibility, the surface of
the MMA was coated with fibronectin, an extracellular matrix protein. Fibronectin
is known to promote adequate cell adhesion and growth, and we have shown previ-
ously that it does not interfere with electrochemical measurements [33, 34].
The dose dependence result shows two interesting features. Firstly, NOS activity
increases with ANG concentration. Secondly, there is a minimum concentration of
ANG required for NOS activation. The threshold for NOS activation, between 250
ng.ml-1 and 1 µg.ml-1, can be related to ANG plasma concentration. In particular,
the human plasma concentration of ANG is reported to be 359.0 ± 59.9 ng.ml-1
[183]. Therefore, adding 250 ng.ml-1 may be not enough to trigger NO production,
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as it is similar to basal concentrations of ANG.
Furthermore, the typical time-scale of this NO synthesis is consistent with the be-
haviour of other angiogenic factors. For instance, vascular endothelial growth factor
induces NOS activity, and a maximum is reached after 20 minutes [159]. However,
NO levels usually increase directly after addition of the growth factor, which is dif-
ferent from what we report for ANG, as the response is here delayed by typically 5
minutes.
This delay time in NO synthesis is consistent with the evidence that nuclear translo-
cation is a critical step in NOS activation pathway. Indeed, Xu et al. have shown
that nuclear translocation of ANG is dose-time dependent [180]. For instance, at
300 ng.ml-1, ANG can be detected in the nucleus after 30 minutes. However, at
1 µg.ml-1, ANG is localized into the nucleus after 10 minutes, which is consistent
with the delayed response time observed for NO synthesis and calcium influx at this
concentration.
Furthermore, it has been reported by Kishimoto et al. that nuclear translocation
of ANG is a general requirement for angiogenesis [168]. This led to investigation of
the effect of nuclear translocation, and of other ANG properties, on NO release to
understand the biochemical cascade leading to NOS activation.
Indeed, ANG is known to have several physiological effects on cells [167]:
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1. ANG can bind to the actin receptors and cleave the extracellular matrix, thus
allowing cell migration [184],
2. It has an RNase activity [185],
3. It can bind to cell membrane receptors and trigger an intracellular biochemical
cascade (probably via signal-associated kinases ERK 1/2 [186] and B/Akt [187]
or via the phosphorylation of stress associated kinase SAPK/JNK in smooth
muscles [180]),
4. It can enter the cell nucleus and interact with ribonucleotides (nuclear translo-
cation) [180]. Nuclear translocation is time and dose dependent.
In this study, selective inhibitors for nuclear translocation (neomycin), for ERK 1/2
activity (PD 98059) and for PI-3 kinase (LY 294002) (thus inhibiting the downstream
Akt kinase) have been used.
It is well-established that the aminoglycoside antibiotic neomycin blocks nuclear
translocation of angiogenin[188, 189] in endothelial cells and inhibits angiogenesis
by angiogenin, acidic fibroblast growth factor, basic fibroblast growth factor and
epidermal growth factor, all of which undergo nuclear translocation but does not
have this effect on vascular endothelial growth factor which is not translocated.
Relevant to this study is the observation that it blocks endogenous ATP-induced
Ca2+ transients [190] and associated NO production in response to hypotonic stress.
NO production per se is not inhibited by neomycin, rather it is the Ca2+ transients
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that are inhibited. These transients have been observed by Kimura et al. [190] some
100 s following hypotonic stress, a similar lag to that observed here following an-
giogenin administration, consistent with angiogenin involvement. Given the ability
of neomycin to inhibit angiogenesis, it is unsurprising that it has been investigated
as an anti-neoplastic agent[191] and that consequently its pharmacology has been
widely studied. Other actions include inhibition of phospholipase C[192, 193]. It is
a calcium sensory receptor agonist[194] and can increase ERK 1/2 phosphorylation.
Of these diverse pharmacological actions, it is neomycin’s ability to block angiogenin
nuclear translocation that is of major relevance here.
NO synthesis, eNOS activation and localization, and cell migration being all in-
hibited by neomycin, this would tend to show that nuclear translocation of ANG
is involved in these phenomena. These results have also been related to the ob-
served delayed response time reported above for angiogenin-induced NOS activity.
Furthermore, this also supports the fact that angiogenin interaction with nucleus
ribonucleotides is a critical step for angiogenesis.However, the VEGF experiments
demonstrate that neomycin does not solely inhibit angiogenin nuclear translocation,
as VEGF does not translocate into the nucleus. It has been reported by Miyazaki
et al. that neomycin attenuates Akt kinase phosphorylation downstream of PI-3
kinase [195]. Akt kinase being an important mediator for VEGF-induced NO syn-
thesis [196, 197], this result demonstrates that other effects of neomycin have to be
taken in account in angiogenic factor induced angiogenesis. As a consequence, we
cannot yet provide definitive conclusions about the role of nuclear translocation in
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Figure 4.6: Proposed pathway for angiogenin induced eNOS activation. The red
colour indicates the new contributions presented in this work.
the NO physiology.
Concerning the kinase pathways, the PI-3/Akt kinase pathway mediates NOS acti-
vation and eNOS cellular localization and phosphorylation, unlike ERK 1/2. This
has again to be related to the mechanisms of other angiogenic factors inducing NO
release, such as vascular endothelial growth factor. Indeed, VEGF also activates
eNOS through PI-3 and Akt kinases [198, 197]. However, in the case of the wound
healing experiments, both PD 98059 and LY 294002 totally inhibited cell migration.
This indicates that ERK 1/2 signal pathway is an important signal transduction
cascade for cell growth and angiogenesis, but does not mediate NOS activation. We
can postulate that, as seen for VEGF, ERK 1/2 induces proliferation and mitosis.
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In addition, localisation of NOS has been observed for other angiogenic factors, no-
tably 17β-estradiol (E2). Grasselli et al.[199] have demonstrated eNOS and estrogen
2α receptor co-localisation in the endothelial cell nucleus in response to E2 which is
inhibited by L-NAME. Inhibition of eNOS localization by L-NAME, as noticed in
our study and for E2[199], is also an indication of a possible positive feedback loop
of NO levels on eNOS.
Fig.4.6 summarizes the results presented here for ANG induced eNOS activation.
We suggest that ANG binds to a membrane receptor, thus transducing an intra-
cellular signal through PI-3 and Akt kinases. At the same time, endocytosis and
nuclear translocation of ANG, and therefore possible interaction of ANG with ri-
bonucleotides, are also critical requirements for eNOS activation, as for any angio-
genic activity. Nuclear translocation is expected to account for the delayed response
time noticed for eNOS activity in response to ANG.
To summarize, ANG was previously known to:
• translocate inside the nucleus,
• activate PI-3 and Akt kinases,
• activate ERK 1/2.
From our results, obtained with the MMA technology, we have demonstrated that:
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• ANG induces NO release,
• this release is dose and time dependent and is triggered by the addition of at
least 500 ng.ml-1 of ANG, which is consistent with the basal level of ANG,
• NOS activation is mediated by PI-3 and Akt kinases,
• NOS activation is not mediated by ERK 1/2,
• No conclusion can yet be drawn regarding the role of nuclear translocation in
NOS activation, as neomycin may interfere with Akt phosphorylation.
4.5 Conclusion
Results, in this chapter, have demonstrated how an electrochemical device can be
used to disentangle complex biochemical phenomena.
In the case of angiogenin, it is confirmed that the threshold of activity is around
500 ng.ml-1. Furthermore, as for many angiogenic factors, the effect of PI-3 kinase
is vital for the synthesis of nitric oxide. On the other hand, these results indi-
cate that neomycin, which is frequently used as an inhibitor of angiogenin nuclear
translocation, inhibited NO release.
Conclusion and Future
Developments
The initial step of this work was improving the biological stability of electrochemical
sensors. A general protocol for the study of fouling processes has been designed. This
protocol uses different reaction types to disentangle the different physico-chemical
phenomena contributing to the electrochemical signal. The stability of carbon based
and membrane covered electrodes has been investigated [200, 33, 34] in different bi-
ological setups. BDD was shown to be very stable in biological conditions, even
for complex redox reactions. This biological inertness, coupled with the exceptional
physical properties of diamond, can offer interesting opportunities for biomedical
applications. However, the stability of this material in vivo has yet to be character-
ized. The results for the membrane covered electrodes indicate that fibronectin, a
protein of the extracellular matrix, is a promising candidate for a cell-on-chip sub-
strate. Indeed, it prevents protein adsorption on the surface of the electrode, and
offers highly biocompatible conditions for cell culture. Again, the behaviour of this
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type of coating has to be investigated in vivo, but coating devices with a well-chosen
molecule of the extracellular matrix may be a general strategy to improve the long-
term stability and biological integration of sensors.
With this membrane, we have then designed a generally applicable protocol to per-
form reliable biomeasurements, in biologically significant conditions. This protocol
allowed robust measurements of long-term NO release. However, this setup is not
suited for the measurements of fast (sub-millisecond) events, but fills a gap in the
current biological equipment by providing a way to quickly investigate the release
of small relevant biomolecules. In particular, the kinase pathway leading to VEGF
induced NO release has been elucidated [182] and is correlated with the existing
literature. Furthermore, this technology has demonstrated that angiogenin induces
NO release through the phosphorylation of PI-3 and Akt kinases [201]. This is a new
and original contribution to the current research of this important angiogenic factor.
However, the role of nuclear translocation on NO release is still partially unclear,
mostly because the neomycin used to inhibit this pathway may also interact with
Akt phosphorylation. Neamine, another aminoglycoside antibiotic, may be used as
an alternative to elucidate this problem.
Further developments of this work should focus on the biological applications of
this technology. Indeed, the protocol presented here is ideally suited to investigate
pharmacological interactions. Dose responses can be obtained quickly by performing
numerous parallel measurements. The device is currently designed for NO release
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sensing, so anti-oxidant or pro-oxidant drugs and anti-angiogenic or pro-carcinogenic
drugs are good candidates for systematic studies. Obtaining significant sets of data
in relatively short times will definitely establish the usefulness of this method, es-
pecially in comparison to confocal microscopy. Other biological systems where NO
is involved (immune system, neurosciences) are also to be studied. Similarly, elec-
trochemical sensing could also be used for cell culture daily monitoring, for instance
by informing the user of non ideal or harmful conditions and therefore preventing
the loss of precious samples. In vivo sensing, using the biocompatibility findings
presented here, may also be investigated.
Another prospect is improving the device. Achieving multi-analyte sensing, proba-
bly with chemical or enzymatic modification of the system, in order to get a wider
set of data on these critical biological phenomena will have to be considered. Adding
other conditions parameters, like mechanical stimulation with a fluidic system or by
performing co-culture of different cell types, will enable the study of more complex
interactions. More importantly, the design of the MMA needs improvement. More
working electrodes (the MMA currently presents 6 electrodes) will have to be added.
The stability of the sensor, and in particular the problem of delamination of the top
layer, will have to be improved.
The work presented in this thesis therefore establishes the usefulness of microfabri-
cated devices for cell-based assays, and significant biological results can be obtained
with simple methods. However, several technological improvements are still required
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to establish this technology as a general and user-friendly method for biology.
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